
 8:30 A.M.   Traditional Service 
 

Refreshments & Fellowship  between services 
 

10:00 A.M.   Contemporary Service 

WELCOME-WORSHIP-WITNESS 

Come people of God.  Leave the cares of your day and concerns of your life.  Come and be filled with the presence of God! 

Hosanna Lutheran Church July 2017 

Luther and Lutheranism 
Martin Luther (1483-1546)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Martin Luther was eight years old when Christopher Columbus set sail from Europe and landed in the 
Western Hemisphere.  Luther was a young monk and priest when Michaelangelo was painting the 

Sistine Chapel in Rome.  A few years later, he was a junior faculty member at a new university in small
-town Germany, intently studying the Scriptures, “captivated with an extraordinary ardor for 

understanding Paul in the Epistle to the Romans.”  
 

In these days Luther was tormented by the demand for righteousness before God. “I did not love, yes, 
I hated the righteous God who punishes sinners, and secretly, if not blasphemously, certainly 

murmuring greatly, I was angry with God.” Then, in the midst of that struggle with God, the message 
of the Scriptures became clear, like a long-shut door opening wide. When he realized that a “merciful 

God justifies us by faith … I felt that I was altogether born again and had entered paradise itself 
through open gates.”  

 
What Luther discovered is the freedom of Christians trusting God’s mercy in Christ. As he later wrote, 
“Faith is God’s work in us. It changes us and makes us to be born anew of God. This faith is a living, 
busy, active, mighty thing. It is impossible for it not to be doing good works incessantly. Faith is a 

living, daring confidence in God’s grace, so sure and certain that believers would stake their lives on it 
a thousand times.”  

 
This discovery set Luther’s life on a new course —both his own life and his public service as a preacher 

and teacher. When a church-endorsed sales team came to the Wittenberg area in October, 1517, 
Luther was concerned that the promotion and sale of indulgences undermined the promise of God’s 
unreserved mercy in Jesus and the faith that trusts that promise. His 95 Theses or Disputation on the 
Power and Efficacy of Indulgences became the first of a life-long stream of books, sermons, letters, 
essays, even hymns in which he expressed his confidence in this life-giving promise from God, the 

Gospel, and its liberating implications for all of life in church and society. 
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Our next council meeting is scheduled for:  
Thursday, July 20, 2017,7:00 p.m.  
  

Committees: The three congregational ministries of 
Hosanna include: 
 1. Welcome Ministry  
Council Reps. -  Laurie Voss and Grace Weisz 
           2. Worship Ministry 
Council Rep. - Leigh LaRosa and Bob Wills 
 3. Witness Ministry 
Council Reps. - Sandy Frye and Melinda Zimmerer 
 

If  you  would  like to become a part of the 
Welcome, Worship or Witness ministries, please 
contact any of the council  members or the pastor.  
 

All  Council members phone numbers are listed  here 
for your convenience 

  President Brenda Shafer 296-4358 

  Vice-President Laurie Voss 
296-4745 
297-1184 (c) 

  Secretary Sandy Frye 296-7396 

 Leigh LaRosa 296-6795 

 Bob Wills 298-7442 

 Grace Weisz 297-0975 

  Treasurer Dave Steinkruger 250-7737 

  Financial Secretary Jenni Dasovic 297-1670 

  Prop. Maintenance Bill Wylie 203-2949 

 Melinda Zimmerer 298-7458 

HOSANNA COUNCIL MEMBERS 
MAY 2016-2017 

 
God writes the Gospel not in 
the Bible alone, but also on 
trees, and in the flowers and 

clouds and stars.  
 

~Martin Luther 
 

 

Hosanna has been invited to join all of the churches 
in Cass County to participate in the Harvest Festival 

parade! 
Mynard Liberty United Methodist Church is leading 
this effort. They will pull a flatbed trailer and would 
like each church to gather food to put on the float, 
make a sign with our church name – or they will 
provide. They will pick up the food items 2 weeks 
prior to the parade. Members can walk alongside the 
float in the parade, sing, wear church t-shirts, and 
hand out invitations.  The food items will then be 
delivered to the Food pantry and SENCA the week 
following the parade. 

 
   Come join us!  

Please keep Pastor Jim in 
your prayers as he begins 

his Sabbatical. 
 

He returns in early 
August! 

Thanks to our returning Council 

members, and welcome to our new 

members; Melinda Zimmerer and Bob 

Wills! We appreciate your commitment 

to Hosanna ���� 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While Pr. Jim is off on Sabbatical he shared this booklet “Being A Faithful Friend” for the “Horizon for 
Hope”. The article chosen for July—  
  

Is the Church the Friendliest Place in Town? 
  

One of the curious things about “friendliness” is that most people consider themselves friendly. Go ahead—
ask people around you to rank how friendly they are (say, on a scale from 1 to 10). Even the grouches, 
curmudgeons, and crabs will probably rank themselves above a five. 
 It’s tough to know just how friendly a person can be, let alone an entire church. Many churches are 
doing a great job at being friendly, while others are quite the opposite. (You wouldn’t believe the horror 
stories we’ve heard over the years.) But one thing’s for sure. Most of us tend to overestimate how friendly we 
are. And almost all of us have room for improvement. 
 That’s why we created Friend-onomics. Friendliness is a currency that can guarantee a return on 
your investment. And that return (actually, many happy returns) is growth. 
 The best part is that friendliness is free. You don’t have to spend a dime to show people how much 
you care about them. Plus, it multiplies exponentially. Since friendliness is everyone’s job, you can spread the 
equity, so to speak. 
 The bottom line is you can grow your church by being friendlier. Here are some tips and pointers to 
show you exactly how Friend-onomics can make our church—as well as your own personal life—more 
fulfilling than ever. 
  

The Friendliest Place in Town 
In our exclusive research for “The State of the Church: Friendliness,” we asked 750 people (both who 
regularly attend church and those who don’t) to answer this question: “What’s the most important factor 
that makes a place friendly? Here’s their list of the top-five characteristics most important in conveying 
friendliness.  
  

1. Belonging—The number one quality of a friendly place is that it “makes me feel like I belong.” Note that 
this doesn’t only mean that visitors are made to feel like they belong. Everyone, even those who have 
attended for years , needs to feel as if he or she belongs. 

2. Comfort—A warm and inviting environment includes some physical elements such as comfortable seating 
and easy to follow signage. But far more important is making people feel comfortable by remembering 
and using their names, avoiding church jargon, and expressing genuine interest in others. 

3. Relaxed Fit—Let’s admit it. Once we’ve been going to a church for a while it starts to feel pretty routine. 
We know our way around and know what’s expected. For guests, though, the church we love so much 
can seem pretty daunting and foreign at first.. Help people feel at ease by letting them know your church 
is a safe environment where they’re welcomed no matter who we are. 

4. Talk to Me—The fourth aspect of a friendly ministry may start with small talk, but it goes beyond those 
initial greetings into deeper conversation. You can help create opportunities for interesting and 
meaningful conversations. 

5. Smiles—The final ingredient for a friendly church is a genuine smile. And a smile isn’t just the job of a 
greeter or usher. It’s up to everyone to put on a smile— and that means you! 

Horizon of Hope Page 3 
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PLEASE  KEEP  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS…. 

Justin Bartlett, Marines  
    (Nephew of Brian & Robin Brown) 
Meshack Casey, Army  
    (Grandson of Dave & Jan Conley) 
Cory Clines, Air Force  
    (Grandson of Dave and Jan Conley)  
Col. Mona Dolson,  
     (Sister of Mitch Houchin) 
Calvin Johnson, Air Force 
     (Nephew of Kermit & Fiorenza Reisdorph) 
Caleb Morehead, Army Reserves  
     (Grandson of  Bertha Black) 
Travis Roeder, Air Force 
    (Son-in-law of Pastor Jim & Linda Spanjers) 
Brent Wiese, Army  

FELLOWSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Prayer TimePrayer TimePrayer TimePrayer Time    

All are welcome All are welcome All are welcome All are welcome     
Wednesday mornings at 

10:00 am as we gather in the of�ice  

for prayer for those who are in our church family and in 

our community.  
 

Monday Night Bible Study:Monday Night Bible Study:Monday Night Bible Study:Monday Night Bible Study:    
    **Will resume again in the Fall****Will resume again in the Fall****Will resume again in the Fall****Will resume again in the Fall** 
 

Book GroupBook GroupBook GroupBook Group        

Wednesday, July 12th starting at 11:30 am at the 

Buccaneer Bay Restaurant. Book chosen to be discussed 

for July is “Out to Canaan” by Jan Karon 

  

When the Saints Go Marching Out To EatWhen the Saints Go Marching Out To EatWhen the Saints Go Marching Out To EatWhen the Saints Go Marching Out To Eat    

What:    July Get-Together   

When:    Friday, July 28th 

Where:  Oscar’s 

Why:       Fellowship, great food & lots of laughs!! 
 

Women’s GroupWomen’s GroupWomen’s GroupWomen’s Group    

Next meeting will be Monday, July 17 at 7:00 PM.  
 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE  
SERVING IN THE MILITARY …. 

A Note of Appreciation 
A very special “Thank you” to everyone who A very special “Thank you” to everyone who A very special “Thank you” to everyone who A very special “Thank you” to everyone who 

helped with the Rummage Sale!helped with the Rummage Sale!helped with the Rummage Sale!helped with the Rummage Sale!    

From collecting, to sorting, to pricing, to From collecting, to sorting, to pricing, to From collecting, to sorting, to pricing, to From collecting, to sorting, to pricing, to 

helping customers, cooking, and cleaning up, helping customers, cooking, and cleaning up, helping customers, cooking, and cleaning up, helping customers, cooking, and cleaning up,     

It is very much appreciated!It is very much appreciated!It is very much appreciated!It is very much appreciated!    

    

    

    

    
 
 

 
 
 

    

 

Please call the church office at  
296-2662 or email  

hosannalutheran@windstream.net  
to add or remove a name from the  

Prayer list. Thank you. 

   Christina Burggraff 

Barb Culbertson 

   Wanda Dillon 

   Marilyn Erdman 

   Dave Greer 

   Bill Grunewald 

Stephanie Hoshor 

   Cole Johnson 

   Lisa Kaffenberger 

   Vivianne Marousek 

   Leland Meisinger 

   Emily Seaton 

John Warsing 

   Grace Zimmerer 

Everyone that contributes to Hosanna by 
purchasing items (i.e. wine for communion, 
gas for mowing, Sunday school supplies) for 
the church or church events is able to be 
reimbursed by providing a receipt of the 
expense and what it was spent on. If you are 
purchasing these items as a contribution to 
Hosanna, Thank you!!  
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Hosanna’s Numbers  

Combined Worship Attendance 

Your Financial Gifts… 

     Please   be   mindful   that   Hosanna’s monthly 
financial obligations   continue   throughout  the  

year.   

    If you are unable to attend Sunday Worship 
Services, please  consider  mailing your 

commitment to  the church:   
P.O. Box 301, 

               Plattsmouth, NE  68048  

 Thank You! 
 

   Our Church continues to be grateful  for  all who 
faithfully support the ongoing life and ministry 

operating costs of Hosanna and the Building 
Mortgage!    

You make a  difference!  You make a  difference!  You make a  difference!  You make a  difference!      
    Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!    

Independence Day of the United 

States, also referred to as the Fourth of 

July or July Fourth in the U.S., is a 

federal holiday commemorating the 

adoption of the Declaration of 

Independence 241 years ago in 1776 

on July 4 by the Continental 

Congress.  

It declared that the thirteen American 

colonies regarded themselves as a 

new nation, the United States of 

America, and were no longer part of 

the British Empire. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
In our community: 
 

► Cass  County  Food   Bank:     
 Non perishable food, paper goods, soap,  
 detergent and cleaning products. NO JUNK 
 FOOD, PLEASE!  Please check the  
 expiration dates on the food –the   food   
 bank   will  not accept food with expired 
 dates. 
 
 

► Prevent Blindness Nebraska:   
        Used eyeglasses – no sunglasses 
 

► Campbell Soup Labels and General Mills 
  Box Tops For Education:  

 Please save  both  labels  for  our schools.   The 
 labels are redeemed for  classroom   items   to 
 enhance our children’s education. 
 

► Under His Wings  - Baby Pantry 
       511 Main, Plattsmouth 
        For Information: 
  Claudia Wylie 
  402-802-7115 
  

► Under His Wings Thrift Shop 
       511 Main, Plattsmouth -  
        Open Tuesday-Saturday -  10-5:00 pm 
        Donations accepted during business 
 hours 

“We are only fully “We are only fully “We are only fully “We are only fully 
alive alive alive alive     

when we’re helping when we’re helping when we’re helping when we’re helping 
others’”others’”others’”others’”    

                                    ----Rick WarrenRick WarrenRick WarrenRick Warren    

Monthly Gifts 

Weekly Income June 4 June 11 June 18 June 25 

General 1509 1444 912 n/a 

Benevolence 0 0 0 n/a 

June 4 June 11 June 18 June 25 

48 58 41 n/a 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Hosanna Lutheran Church 
700 S. 18th Street 

P.O. Box 301 
Plattsmouth, NE  68048 

(402) 296-2662 
 

Ministers:  
         All Members  

 

Pastor:  
       Jim Spanjers  616-7909 
       E-mail:  hl_pastor@windstream.net 
 

Council President: 
        Brenda Shafer - 296-4358 
 

Director Of Care Ministry: 
         Grace Weisz 
 

Director of Under His Wings 
 Baby Pantry and Thrift Shop: 
        Claudia Wylie -   802-7115 
 

Church Office: 
         Diana Lindensmith 296-2662 
         Summer Hours: Monday-Thursday 
                       10 am-2pm 

E-Mail: 
       hosannalutheran@windstream.net 
 

 

Find us on Facebook! 
Hosanna Lutheran Church Elca 
 
On the Web: 
Www.HosannaPlattsmouth.com  

 

We  welcome  all people  to worship God  
by offering our lives in daily witness to the love of Jesus Christ. 

July 30
th

 is a 5
th

 Sunday 

…you know what that means!!! One service at 10:00am with our entire 

church family. We will meet for breakfast at 9am and worship together 

after a yummy breakfast of pancakes and sausage. 

 Don’t miss out!! 

 


