
 8:30 A.M.   Traditional Service 
Refreshments & Fellowship  between services 

10:00 A.M.   Contemporary Service 

WELCOME-WORSHIP-WITNESS 

Come people of God.  Leave the cares of your day and concerns of your life.  Come and be filled with the presence of God! 

Hosanna Lutheran Church June 2017 

What do “benevolence” and Mission Support mean?  
  

A reflection by Virgil Gibson, an ELCA member from Gettysburg, Pa.  
  
I’ve been thinking about this lately, and it caused me to look back at my orientation and education 
as an adult convert to Christianity and Lutheranism. I had an intuitive sense that someone paid to 
get that Navy chaplain in that place to meet me at the right time. I knew that all the really 
remarkable work that went on in Jesus’ name in the world required money to make it happen, but 
nobody seemed interested in telling me about it. When I first experienced a stewardship campaign, 
most of the talk was about the congregation’s needs, so I still didn’t make a full connection that we 
had partners “out there” in the world. I wondered about the budget line that said “District Fair 
Share,” which later became “Benevolence Apportionment,” but it didn’t ring any bell for me.   
So let’s look at what Webster says:  
  
Webster’s Dictionary: benevolence 1. benevolence (noun): the disposition to do good; good will; 
charitableness; love of mankind, accompanied with a desire to promote their happiness 2. 
benevolence (noun): an act of kindness; a good deed done; charity given 3. benevolence (noun): a 
species of compulsory contribution or tax, which has sometimes been exacted by arbitrary kings of 
England and falsely represented as a gratuity  
So that’s it! Compulsory contribution – if you want to play in the game, you have to bring some of 
the chips! Didn’t have much appeal did it? If that’s how we speak of the wonderful opportunity to 
participate in Jesus’ mission in the world, I’m afraid it will leave many folks flat. So what’s in a name 
you may ask? I’d say it is everything.   
So, let’s hear how the ELCA describes it:  
 

Benevolence and Mission Support  
  

Q: What is Mission Support? I’ve heard this term used, but I’m not sure what it means.  
 

A: As members of the ELCA, we do mission together through our financial giving. We do God’s 
work in ways that no individual, congregation or synod can do alone. Mission Support is the portion 
of your weekly financial offering that your congregation shares with your synod and the churchwide 
organization, the other two expressions of this church. “Mission” is a broad term used to describe all 
the ministries of this church, not just those involving ELCA missionaries who work with our Lutheran 
partners around the world. “Support” is the portion of members’ offerings that makes all ELCA 
ministries possible, here at home and abroad.  
Mission Support is the way that Lutherans experience sharing Jesus’ message of love around the 
world; it is the lifeblood of the work that God does through the ELCA, providing almost 80 percent of 
budgeted support for our ministries.   
 

Now that sounds more like it!   
Maybe we need to be telling our friends how they can be part of Jesus’ undying message to the 

world. From my viewpoint, it is part of the great, good news that Jesus has come into the world and 

that it needs to be boldly proclaimed at every congregational budget meeting, every new-member 

class, and every confirmation class. This is how we are making known the marvelous news that 

God is among us. 

H O R I Z O N H O R I Z O N H O R I Z O N H O R I Z O N     
OFOFOFOF    

HOPE  HOPE  HOPE  HOPE      
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Our next council meeting is scheduled for:  
Thursday, June 15, 2017,7:00 p.m.  
  

Committees: The three congregational ministries of 
Hosanna include: 
 1. Welcome Ministry  
Council Reps. -  Laurie Voss and Grace Weisz 
           2. Worship Ministry 
Council Rep. - Leigh LaRosa and Bob Wills 
 3. Witness Ministry 
Council Reps. - Sandy Frye and Melinda Zimmerer 
 

If  you  would  like to become a part of the 
Welcome, Worship or Witness ministries, please 
contact any of the council  members or the pastor.  
 

All  Council members phone numbers are listed  here 
for your convenience 

  President Brenda Shafer 296-4358 

  Vice-President Laurie Voss 
296-4745 
297-1184 (c) 

  Secretary Sandy Frye 296-7396 

 Leigh LaRosa 296-6795 

 Bob Wills 298-7442 

 Grace Weisz 297-0975 

  Treasurer Dave Steinkruger 250-7737 

  Financial Secretary Jenni Dasovic 297-1670 

  Property Main. Bill Wylie 203-2949 

 Melinda Zimmerer 298-7458 

HOSANNA COUNCIL MEMBERS 
MAY 2016-2017 

Holy BaptismHoly BaptismHoly BaptismHoly Baptism    
There were two baptisms in May:  

Tierra Suzanne Andrew  

And  

Asya Lynn Andrew  

Congratulations to these two young ladies 

and their parents,  David and Kimberly 

Kendall !! 
 

 

Staying spiritually fit 
 
 Prayer is like exercise: Neither is an end 
in itself. Just as exercise is intended to make us 
physically fit by strengthening our muscles so we 
can manage more activity, engaging in prayer 
leads to more prayer. The harder one works at 
exercise, the greater the results. But if we give 
up the routine, the results won’t hold. The same 
goes for prayer. 
 Writes Rev. Kate Braestrup in Beginner’s  
Grace (Atria Books), “There will be no moment — 
in this life, anyway — when I will be able to say, 
‘That's it! I’ve prayed, and the prayers have paid 
off: I’m a fully conscious, totally grateful, and 
unstintingly generous person. I can just start 
stuffing myself as soon as the plate hits the 
table.” 
 Rather, she notes, “The more you give, 
the more you will be able to give; the more you 
receive, the more you will be willing to receive; 
and the more you pray, the more you can ... 
pray.” 

Please keep Pastor Jim in 
your prayers as he begins 

his Sabbatical. 
 

He returns on July 30th! 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Welcome Holy Spirit!!! 
As we begin the season of Pentecost – a time to celebrate the gift of the Holy Spirit; we have been 
reminded of all that God has given us:  Forgiveness, Love, Adoption, Power and Authority.    
Why would God do that?   Jesus said something in John 16 verse 33 about this.  He said “In this world 
you will have trouble”.  Trouble?  Yes it seems we do have troubles – how do you feel about the 
troubles in your life?  Often they seem real big and scary. 
 
Paul wrote to us and said this “For God did not give a spirit of timidity, but of power, of love and of 
self-discipline” (2 Tim 1:7).  God knew we would have trouble and prepared us for it.  To the Roman 
Church Paul said “We are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”  It doesn’t always seem 
we are conquerors, but …… 
In 2 Corinthians 11:24-33 Paul talked about all the struggles, whippings, beatings, shipwrecks and 
tough travel conditions he had.  He even asked the Lord to take away a mysterious pain that he had – 
hear what God said to him “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness” 
Paul responded, “Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s 
power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, 
in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”  (2 Cor 12:8b-10)  What an 
attitude Paul had.  When I am weak, then I am strong. 
 
J.I. Packer (noted theologian) says this (from ‘Knowing God’, pg. 19). “Knowing about God is 
crucially important for living of our lives. As it would be cruel to an Amazonian tribesman to fly him 
to London, put him down without explanation in Trafalgar Square and leave him, as one who knew 
nothing of English or England, so we are cruel to ourselves if we try to live in this world without 
knowing about God whose world it is and who runs it.  The world becomes a strange, mad, painful 
place, and life in it is disappointing and unpleasant business, for those who do not know about God.”  
Wow.  Thought provoking!! 
 
I will be thinking and praying about this during my sabbatical. How can we learn more about God – 
one thing we added this year is RightNow Media to help us learn from other scholars.  It has been 
very useful for bible studies and confirmation. Please make use of this great tool.  I will be going to 
the Luther Academy of the Rockies by Estes Park for rest and education.    I’ll get a chance to go to 
Texas to help my folks in July and Florida to see my daughter and her family.  I have numerous books 
to investigate and plan on being back in the office on July 27th.  I will be worshiping in a variety of 
churches and checking out/volunteering in several different service organizations throughout that 
time.    
 
Lots to think about – lots to learn and do in this season of Pentecost.  Come Holy Spirit Come. 
God is Blessing Us 
 
Pastor Jim 
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OUR COMMUNITY GARDEN 
      

    Work is beginning on the garden and we  

 could use some help if you have a green thumb,  

 or even if you don’t!! We’d love your help, even if it’s only an hour or 2.  
 

Garden plots Garden plots Garden plots Garden plots are now available if anyone has the  

desire to grow vegetables. Cost—$20.00.  

If you are interested, please contact  

Russ Frye or Pastor Jim. The office phone is 296-2662. 
   

  .. AND the Sign-Up sheet for mowing mowing mowing mowing     

the church lawn the church lawn the church lawn the church lawn this summer is located  

on a table in the narthex. Your help is appreciated ☺ 

 

 
 

     
Rummage Sale 

It’s that time of year again and we need YOU!! 

Donations are gratefully accepted. They can be brought to the church  

at these times: 

Saturday June 3rd from 3:00-7:00 PM. 

Sunday, June 4th after second service until 2:00 PM 

Monday morning, June 5th, beginning at 9:00 AM thru Wednesday, June 7th we are 
looking for volunteers to begin sorting and pricing. 

Sale Hours: 

Thursday June 8th 9:00 AM-7:00 PM 

Friday June 9th 9:00 AM-2:00 PM 

Saturday June 10th 9:00 AM-2:00 PM 

We need cashiers and assistants all 3 days, Please come join the fun! 
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PLEASE  KEEP  IN  YOUR  PRAYERS…. 

Justin Bartlett, Marines  
    (Nephew of Brian & Robin Brown) 
Meshack Casey, Army  
    (Grandson of Dave & Jan Conley) 
Cory Clines, Air Force  
    (Grandson of Dave and Jan Conley)  
Col. Mona Dolson,  
     (Sister of Mitch Houchin) 
Calvin Johnson, Air Force 
     (Nephew of Kermit & Fiorenza Reisdorph) 
Caleb Morehead, Army Reserves  
     (Grandson of  Bertha Black) 
Travis Roeder, Air Force 
    (Son-in-law of Pastor Jim & Linda Spanjers) 
Brent Wiese, Army  

FELLOWSHIP  
OPPORTUNITIES 
 

Prayer TimePrayer TimePrayer TimePrayer Time    

All are welcome All are welcome All are welcome All are welcome     
Wednesday mornings at 

10:00 am as we gather in the of�ice  

for prayer for those who are in our church family and in 

our community.  
 

Monday Night Bible Study:Monday Night Bible Study:Monday Night Bible Study:Monday Night Bible Study:    
    **Will resume again in the Fall****Will resume again in the Fall****Will resume again in the Fall****Will resume again in the Fall** 
 

Book GroupBook GroupBook GroupBook Group        

Wednesday, June 14th starting at 11:30 am at the 

Buccaneer Bay Restaurant. Book chosen to be discussed 

for June is “Mr. Churchill’s Secretary” by Susan Ella 

MacNeal 
 

  

When the Saints Go Marching Out To EatWhen the Saints Go Marching Out To EatWhen the Saints Go Marching Out To EatWhen the Saints Go Marching Out To Eat    

What:    June Get-Together   

When:    Friday, June 30 

Where:  Henry’s Diner in Crescent, Iowa 

Why:       Fellowship, great food & lots of laughs!! 
 

Women’s GroupWomen’s GroupWomen’s GroupWomen’s Group    

Next meeting will be Monday, June 19th, 7:00 PM.  

Rummage Sale will take place from June 8June 8June 8June 8----10.10.10.10.  

Prep work begins on Sunday, June 4th and through June 

7th. Please come help and join the fun!! 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE  
SERVING IN THE MILITARY …. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

    

 

Please call the church office at  
296-2662 or email  

hosannalutheran@windstream.net  
to add or remove a name from the  

Prayer list. Thank you. 

   Barb Culbertson 

   Wanda Dillon 

   Marilyn Erdman 

   Dave Greer 

   Bill Grunewald 

Stephanie Hoshor 

   Cole Johnson 

   Lisa Kaffenberg 

   Vivianne Marousek 

   Leland Meisinger 

   Emily Seaton 

John Warsing 

   Grace Zimmerer 
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Hosanna’s Numbers  

Combined Worship Attendance 

Your Financial Gifts… 

     Please   be   mindful   that   Hosanna’s monthly 
financial obligations   continue   throughout  the  

year.   

    If you are unable to attend Sunday Worship 
Services, please  consider  mailing your 

commitment to  the church:   
P.O. Box 301, 

               Plattsmouth, NE  68048  

 Thank You! 
 

   Our Church continues to be grateful  for  all who 
faithfully support the ongoing life and ministry 

operating costs of Hosanna and the Building 
Mortgage!    

You make a  difference!  You make a  difference!  You make a  difference!  You make a  difference!      
    Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!Thank you Members  and Friends Of  Hosanna!    

  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
In our community: 
 

► Cass  County  Food   Bank:     
 Non perishable food, paper goods, soap,  
 detergent and cleaning products. NO JUNK 
 FOOD, PLEASE!  Please check the  
 expiration dates on the food –the   food   
 bank   will  not accept food with expired 
 dates. 
 
 

► Prevent Blindness Nebraska:   
        Used eyeglasses – no sunglasses 
 

► Campbell Soup Labels and General Mills 
  Box Tops For Education:  

 Please save  both  labels  for  our schools.   The 
 labels are redeemed for  classroom   items   to 
 enhance our children’s education. 
 

► Under His Wings  - Baby Pantry 
       511 Main, Plattsmouth 
        For Information: 
  Claudia Wylie 
  402-802-7115 
  

► Under His Wings Thrift Shop 
       511 Main, Plattsmouth -  
        Open Tuesday-Saturday -  10-5:00 pm 
        Donations accepted during business 
 hours 

“We are only fully “We are only fully “We are only fully “We are only fully 
alive alive alive alive     

when we’re helping when we’re helping when we’re helping when we’re helping 
others’”others’”others’”others’”    

                                    ----Rick WarrenRick WarrenRick WarrenRick Warren    

Monthly Gifts 

Weekly Income May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 

General 2435.55 11062.93 1310.00 n/a 

Benevolence 0 0 0 n/a 

May 7 May 14 May 21 May 28 

56 79 67 n/a 
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Happy summer! 

What is a dad? 

 

A dad is someone who 

wants to catch you 

before you fall but 

instead picks you up, 

brushes you off,  and 

lets you try again.  

 

Happy Father’s Day! 



RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Hosanna Lutheran 
Church 

P.O. Box 301 
Plattsmouth, NE  68048 

(402) 296-2662 
 

Ministers:  
         All Members  

 

Pastor:  
       Jim Spanjers  616-7909 
       E-mail:  hl_pastor@windstream.net 
 

Council President: 
        Brenda Shafer - 296-4358 
 

Director Of Care Ministry: 
         Grace Weisz 
 

Director of Under His Wings 
 Baby Pantry and Thrift Shop: 
        Claudia Wylie -   802-7115 
 

Church Office: 
         Diana Lindensmith 296-2662 
         Hours: Monday-Thursday 
                       9:30 AM–2:30 PM 

E-Mail: 
       hosannalutheran@windstream.net 
 

 

Find us on Facebook! 
Hosanna Lutheran Church Elca 
 
On the Web: 
Www.HosannaPlattsouth.com 

We  welcome  all people  to worship God  
by offering our lives in daily witness to the love of Jesus Christ. 

        Rummage Sale !  

 

Thursday, June  8 Thursday, June  8 Thursday, June  8 Thursday, June  8
thththth

    
9:00 am – 7:00 pm 

Friday, June  9 Friday, June  9 Friday, June  9 Friday, June  9
thththth

    
9:00 am – 2:00 pm 

Saturday, June 10 Saturday, June 10 Saturday, June 10 Saturday, June 10
thththth

        
9:00 AM – 2:00 PM 

A little Something A little Something A little Something A little Something     

For Everyone For Everyone For Everyone For Everyone!!!!! 


