
  WORSHIP TIMES 
 

8:30 A.M.   Traditional Service 
 

9:30 A.M.    Fellowship & Refreshments 
 

10:00 A.M.  Contemporary Service 
  And Kid’s Church 
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We Are To Be Bold 
This church had a meeting in August. We gathered in Milwaukee for the 2019 Churchwide Assembly. We 
were filled with anticipation and excitement—what would unfold during the assembly? How would we be 
inspired by worship and Bible study? How would we be challenged? What new insight into the work of the 
church would we receive?   
It turned out to be quite a week. The assembly adopted a social statement, “Faith, Sexism, and Justice: A 
Call to Action”; offered an apology to people of African descent; adopted a resolution setting aside June 
17 as a day of repentance to commemorate the Emanuel 9; moved forward on our work toward authentic 
diversity; declared the ELCA a sanctuary denomination; adopted a policy statement, “A Declaration of 
Inter-religious Commitment”; celebrated the successful completion of our first-ever comprehensive 
campaign; began the celebration of 50 years of Lutheran women being ordained in the United States, 40 
years of women of color being ordained, and 10 years of LGBTQIA+ individuals being able to serve freely; 
elected Deacon Sue Rothmeyer as secretary; passed a budget; and much more.  
The assembly was intense, and voting members were actively engaged. The actions taken generated 
much debate during and after the assembly. Different narratives about what did and did not happen have 
been spun.  
Some say that a gathering of well-meaning people got a little carried away and entangled the church in 
impossibly naïve and dangerously political issues—calling out patriarchy, denouncing racial inequity, 
establishing a new commemoration for the church calendar, becoming a “sanctuary denomination,” being 
a little too open to inter-religious commitments. Others say that a gathering of well-meaning people took 
decisions that were too timid, that didn’t go nearly far enough to address and act on significant issues in 
society and within the church. It seems as if they are reporting on two different events. 
 

Led by the Spirit, we caught a glimpse of the kingdom of God breaking into the world.    
 
Here’s what did happen. Our days were centered around the word and sacraments. At midday every day 
we gathered for communion. We heard the word read, proclaimed and sung. We remembered our 
baptism. We received the living Word in, with and under the bread and wine. This wasn’t an intermission 
in our work, a kind of break from the real business of the assembly. It was the source and strength for the 
work we were called to do.  
Before votes were cast, we paused in silence and then in prayer. There was Bible study every day. We 
sang psalms and hymns and spiritual songs to God. We had deep conversations with each other, first as 
strangers, but then recognizing in each other a member of the body of Christ. We celebrated and 
disagreed and laughed and got far too little sleep. And, led by the Spirit, we caught a glimpse of the 
kingdom of God breaking into the world.  
One of the gifts the Lutheran movement offers to the world is the clear declaration that the word of God is 
both law and gospel, judgment and promise. Martin Luther had a very conservative view of human nature, 
recognizing our brokenness, rebellion and sin. We all stand under God’s judgment. Did we get it all right 
at the assembly? Probably not. Where we were in error, may God correct us. But the word’s promise is 
that we are forgiven and redeemed. We are freed in Christ to love and serve our neighbor.   
The actions taken in Milwaukee were based on our scriptural and confessional understanding of who God 
chooses to be for us, especially and most clearly in Jesus crucified and risen for the life of the world. We 
believe that God desires abundant life for all, that all people are created equally in the image of God, that 
we are commanded to welcome the stranger and care for children.  
And we are to be bold. In Milwaukee, we stepped out in faith.   
 
A message by Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, Living Lutheran September 2019 
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How will you get connected?? 
 

 

These small groups meet monthly and/or weekly for 
devotions, fellowship and service projects. We hope 
you’ll find one or two to get involved with. 
 
 

Bible Study with Pastor Jim 
Monday at 6:30 PM. Come and dig deeper into the 
Bible.  

Everyone is welcome! 
 

 

P����� T� � !"� �#���"$�:  
Every Thursday from 10:00-10:30 a.m.  
Please join the church staff in the office as we pray 
for the Church, its ministries, and those who have 
asked us to include them in our prayers. Plan to join 
us! “Never doubt what one prayer can do.” 
 

 
 

WOMEN’S GROUP 
Next Meeting: November 18, 2019 at 7:00 PM 
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Friday, November 22, 2019 
 

If you have any questions, please call  
Linda Feder @402-298-8969 or Jan and Dave Conley 

@402-296-3833 

Horizon of Hope 

COUNCIL NOTES 
 

HOSANNA COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

 

Phone numbers are listed here for your convenience 

  
President 

 

Bob Wills 
 
298-7442 

 

Vice President/  
Worship Ministry 

 
Linda Mason 

 
319-8012 

Secretary/ 
Witness Ministry 

 
Melinda Zimmerer 

 
880-4992 

Welcome Ministry 
 

Claudia Wylie 
 

802-7115 

Welcome Ministry 
 

Heidi Walz 
 

740-0146 

Worship Ministry Riley Weber 209-7395  

Witness Ministry Vicki Weber 209-5237 

  
Treasurer 

 

Dave Steinkruger 
 

250-7737 

 Financial  Secretary Jenni Dasovic 297-1670 

 Property Maintenance Bill Wylie 203-2949 

We  welcome  all people  to worship God  

by offering our lives in daily witness  
to the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

Welcome Ministry    Worship Ministry  
   Claudia and Heidi                   Riley 
 

         Witness Ministry 
       Vicki and Melinda 
YOU  YOU  YOU  YOU  are always welcome to attend the meeting of are always welcome to attend the meeting of are always welcome to attend the meeting of are always welcome to attend the meeting of 
our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday     
of each month at of each month at of each month at of each month at 6:30 PM.6:30 PM.6:30 PM.6:30 PM. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 17, 2019 
 

Everyone’s help is needed to cook, set up, 

serve, and clean up for our dinner as a gi! to 

our community. 

Please see the sign ups sheets in the lobby. 

Thank you! 

Bake Sale News!!! 
Our Confirmation Class raised $375 to 
help with the Sponsorship of our two 
Compassion kids, Jimmy and Meshack. 
 
The boys did an awesome job and truly 
appreciate how strongly the church 
supported their fundraiser (the bake sale 
sold out)! They hope to host another 
bake sale sometime in the Spring. Nice 
work Mitchell, Mason and Bobby! 



Come people of God.  Leave the cares of your day and concerns of your life.  Come and be filled with the presence of God! 
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If we are faithful in little - God gives us more ☺ 
 

  

Did you know - The goal of Christian stewardship is the faithful management of all that God gives so that God 
can use our gifts to transform us spiritually and to extend Christ’s transforming love to others.   See 2 
Corinthians 9:11-13    

 “Staying out of the red is a constant struggle in our church”, said one of the pastors in a coffee-break 
conversation at a denominational meeting. “So many council meetings turn negative when we talk about finances – 
Can we really afford that?” 

 “Balancing our budget has never been easier,” said the pastor of a nearby church about the same size. “We 
often discuss the right way to spend money, but getting it is not a problem.” 

 This conversation reflects two opposite financial conditions reported by thousands of congregations.  Why the 
sharp contrast – the difference is how parishioners are asked for contributions. 

 Research has shown the difference between three styles of asking – the Biblical standard often mentioned in 
the Old Testament is a Tithe (10 percent).  New Testament = ‘God loves a cheerful giver’☺ 
  

 One kind of church takes offerings - there is no annual stewardship campaign and the average giving is 1.5 
percent of their income to support their church. 
  

 The next kind is a pledging church which based on a budget; parishioners are asked to pledge their planned 
weekly or monthly giving during a stewardship campaign – they receive on an average, 2.9 percent of their income 
from their parishioners.  
  

 Researchers call the third kind of congregation a percentage-giving church.  They ask their people “What 
percentage of your income do you feel God is calling you to give?”  People then translate their answers into dollars 
amounts.  People in percentage-giving congregations contribute an average of 4.6 percent of their income to their 
church. 

 WOW, notice the difference!! – What a great question, “What percentage of your income do you feel God is 
calling you to give?”  Cheerfully!!  That is going to require a conversation with God – cool. 

 Jesus summed up the spiritual connection between money and God in this way: “Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also” (Luke 12:34).  Financial stewardship is a treasure management philosophy that helps us to 
escape the trap of selfishness by keeping ourselves spiritually focused on God. 

  It seems each of us has a choice:  We either become emotionally attached to our money, or we become 
emotionally attached to God who gives us the money.  We struggle with this.  Financial stewardship helps us to 
overcome the temptation to break the first commandment and put the false idol of money first, ahead of the God who 
revealed his love for us through Jesus.  

 Through your giving, you have made quite a difference in peoples lives – Way to go:  Jimmi and Meshach and 
their communities; Families with babies; Families who need clothes; the community garden and all of its produce; the 
food pantry and coop; the numerous folks in our community helped by the pastor’s community assist fund; the dinners 
we have served; the people who come to church and hear about God’s love for them; the spiritual growth; knowledge 
of God’s forgiveness, etc.  Thousands of lives touched by you and God at work.  Please consider raising your 
percentage of giving so that we can bless more and more people. 

 Remember our Thanksgiving meal on November 17th and sign up to help.  Thank you for all you are doing and 
thank you God for your many gifts and the challenge to serve even more. 

God is blessing us. 

 

Pastor Jim  

 
 



Combined Worship Attendance 

HOSANNA’S NUMBERS 

Your Financial Gifts…Your Financial Gifts…Your Financial Gifts…Your Financial Gifts…    
                    Please be mindful that Hosanna’s monthly financial obligations continue throughout the year.   
     If you are unable to attend Sunday Worship Services, please  consider  mailing your 
commitment to the church at P.O. Box 301, Plattsmouth, NE  68048.  Thank You! 
 

     Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the  Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the  Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the  Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the      
ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.    ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.    ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.    ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.        

    

You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna!You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna!You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna!You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna! 

 October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27 

General 2165.00 1335.00 2059.00 n/a 

Benevolence 0 0 0 0 

 October 6 October 13 October 20 October 27 

Attendance 80 72 97 n/a 
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Operation Christmas Child Update  
 

Our goal is to send at least 50 shoeboxes and we are well on our way to 
making that happen! 

 

- Women's Group - The Women’s Group will provide up to $400 in funding to help 
with Operation Christmas Child! 
- Lutheran Ladies Book Club - committed to writing 50 Christmas cards  
- McKnight Family Dental - donated 50 toothbrushes 
- Nebraska Realty - donated approximately 200 items and $90 cash....so far!  
- No Frills Plattsmouth - donated jump ropes, toy cars, plastic bowls and cups...so 
far! 
 

Most needed items: 
Coloring books  
Gel pens (we can open and divide larger packs!) 
Combs 
Small Notebooks 
Erasers 
Washcloths (bright colors!) 
Nail Clippers 
CHRISTMAS stickers (we need LOTS to decorate the boxes) 
Hot Wheel / Matchbox Cars 
Cash - we will use cash to purchase needed items AND to cover shipping charges 
 

 

Items are due to the church before November 10th so we have time to plan a 
"packing party" with the Confirmation students. If you are interested in joining 

the packing party, email Heidi at nickelwalz@gmail.com or 402-740-0146. 

Combined Offering 
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Helping Our Community 
 

► Under His Wings Baby Pantry:  
      Located at Under His Wings 
      Always needs diapers, Size 3, 4, 5, & 6 
      Baby shampoo, lotion and wash. 
 

► Under His Wings Thrift Shop:  
      511 Main St.         
  Hours:  10-5:00 pm Tues.-Fri 
     10-3:00 pm  Sat 

 
 

Justin Bartlett, Marines  
Meshack Casey, Army  
Cory Clines, Air Force  
Alex Houchin, Navy 
Sean Gardner, Law Enforcement 
Zach Gehrig, Air Force 
Mason Jensen, Navy 
Calvin Johnson, Air Force 
Rachel Mildenhall, Marines 
Caleb Morehead, Army Reserves  
Scott Nelson, Army 
Tyler Nielson, Navy 
Nick Richards, Law Enforcement 
Steven Richards, Army 
Travis Roeder, Air Force 
Brent Wiese, Army  
Craig Wylie, Law Enforcement 
Sandra Wylie, Law Enforcement 
Jennifer Zeitler and Marcus Hough,  Air Force 

Prayer for those serving in the military and law 
enforcement: 

    

Please pray for:Please pray for:Please pray for:Please pray for:    

 
Bill Bade 
Bertha Black 
O.C. Coleman 
Jan Conley 
Glenn Crockett 
Barb Culbertson 
Mary & Ted Dalhberg 
Jim Flanagan 
Ebbin Gehrke 
Bill Grunewald  
Sandy Ham 
Harley Hein  
Beverly Kwasnieski 

Did you know?   An individual age 70½ or older can 

make direct charitable gifts from an individual 

retirement account (IRA), including required minimum 

distributions, of up to $100,000 to our Church and not 

have to report the IRA distributions as taxable income 

on their federal income tax return.   We have an account 

with TD Ameritrade available for this purpose. Just talk 

with Dave Steinkruger (treasurer) or Pastor Jim. 
 

Jesus reminded us that when we are faithful in little, we 

get more.  So please think and pray about how you can 

give more: time, talent, and resources.  Kingdom 

building is a lot of work but we have God with Us and 

that makes all the difference. We have indeed been 

Blessed to be a Blessing – thank you 

Donna McClean 
Norman Rishel 
Bob Rollins 
Joyce Ross 
Russ Sederburg 
Ron Thorson 
Kathy Todd 
John Warsing 
Royce Weber 
Grace Zimmerer 
Alan, Chris, Julie 
Jerry A., Mary C. 
 

God’s Work, 
Our Hands 
Picnic 
 

 September 
2019 

Community 
Thanksgiving 

Dinner  
 

November 
2018 

Bible Study 
 

“Women of the 
Bible” 
 

2019 



 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Hosanna Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 301 

Plattsmouth, NE  68048 
(402) 296-2662 

Ministers:  
         All Members  
 

Pastor:  
       Jim Spanjers  616-7909 
  E-mail:  hl_pastor@windstream.net 
 

Council President: Bob Wills 
 

Director Of Care Ministry: 
         Grace Weisz 297-0975 
 

Director of Under His Wings 
 Baby Pantry and Thrift Shop: 
        Claudia Wylie    802-7115 
 

Church Office: 
         Diana Lindensmith 296-2662 
       
E-Mail: 
       hosannalutheran@windstream.net 
  
 

Find us on Facebook! 
Hosanna Lutheran Church Elca 
 

On the Web: 
www.HosannaPlattsmouth.com We  welcome  all people  to worship God  

by offering our lives in daily witness  
to the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 
Coming Up!! 
 
 
 

Sunday, November 17, 2019 Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  
All hands on deck! We’ll need your help to prepare, feed and clean up 
for this free dinner for our community.  
 
 

We are still filling shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child! Please stop by 
the table in the Lobby to see how you can help!   


