
  WORSHIP TIMES 
 

8:30 A.M.   Traditional Service 
 

10:00 A.M.  Contemporary Service 

WELCOME-WORSHIP-WITNESS 

Moses is one of the strongest leaders in the Bible, famous for rescuing God’s people from Egypt and leading them 
through the wilderness. We might easily think of his life as an ongoing success story. Yet Moses faced plenty of 
challenges that are familiar to church leaders today. Here are seven lessons from his life to guide contemporary 
leaders. 

1. When you feel unqualified, God will still call you. In Exodus, God calls to Moses from the burning bush, sending him to 
Pharaoh to bring the Israelites out of Egypt, but Moses doesn’t want to go (3:11). He gives the excuse that he can’t speak 
very well (4:10) and exclaims, “O my Lord, please send someone else” (4:13). But God refuses to listen to Moses’ 
excuses. 

Today, many church leaders don’t think they have what it takes. Many people feel unqualified or think some condition 
prevents them from leading. As with Moses, though, no excuse you can give will satisfy God. 

2. When you face external challenges or resistance, God will help. Moses demands that Pharaoh release God’s people, but 
the Egyptian ruler refuses and makes life even harder on the Israelites. Moses blames God for this unfortunate turn of 
events (Exodus 5:22-23). God responds by sending the plagues. 

Leaders today face plenty of external challenges. Some people will resist your message and sometimes go out of their way to 
make your life hard. But God will help. God didn’t abandon Moses during hard times, and God won’t abandon you. 

3. When you succeed as a leader, God is working through you. Moses enjoys some high points during his leadership, such 
as parting the Red Sea (Exodus 14). God’s people feel stuck, their future inaccessible and their past pursuing them—in 
chariots. Yet God parts the sea and ushers them into their new future. 

God provides many people to serve beside church leaders—Sunday school teachers, organists, worship 
assistants, council members, technical equipment operators and many more. 

4. When you have tough times in leadership, God will take care of you. After crossing the Red Sea, Moses must contend 
with restless and impatient people in the wilderness. Complaining of hunger, the Israelites tell Moses they’d rather be 
back in Egypt where they can eat (Exodus 16:2-3). They worry that God won’t provide for them. But God sends them 
manna and quail. 

Today, church leaders and parishioners often forget that God will provide for them. We pray “give us this day our daily bread” 
without realizing that God already does that. Leaders can take comfort in the fact that people who don’t trust their leadership 
may not trust God either (Exodus 16:8). 

5. When you feel tired and worn out, God provides help. During the battle with Amalek and his people in Exodus 17, Israel 
prevails whenever Moses raises his hands. But when he grows tired and lowers his hands, Amalek prevails. So when 
Moses grows tired, Aaron and Hur hold up his hands for him (11-13). God provides people to serve beside Moses when 
he’s exhausted. 

Today, God provides many people to serve beside church leaders—Sunday school teachers, organists, worship assistants, 
council members, technical equipment operators and many more—to share some of the burden of leadership. 

6. When you spend time with God, it will make you a better leader. Moses leaves the Israelites when he’s called to the top 
of Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments. During his absence, the Israelites create and worship a golden calf 
(Exodus 32). When Moses returns, he sees their horrible choices, but he’s a stronger leader for the time he spent alone 
with God. 

 
7. When you lead, you may not see the fruits of your labor. Though Moses commits much of his life to leading God’s people, 

God won’t allow him to accompany them into the Promised Land. Moses must pass his leadership responsibilities to 
Joshua (Deuteronomy 3:23-29). 

This happens to leaders today. They might take a call to a new congregation, retire or die. Whatever the case, God sticks 
with the people, empowering new leaders along their way. 

Leading God’s people is about trusting God to work through you for a period of time, changing people’s lives for the better—
just as God did through Moses. ~ Living Lutheran 
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COUNCIL NOTES 

 

HOSANNA COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 
 

Phone numbers are listed here for your convenience 
  
President/Witness Ministry 

 
Heidi Walz 

 
740-0146 

 
Vice President//Witness Min. 

 
Jan Young 
 

 
317-4409 
 

Secretary/Welcome Min. Allison Dworak  740-0950 

Welcome Ministry 
 

Val Robert 296-4633 

Worship Ministry Bill Haney 235-2238 

Worship Ministry Steve Graf 505-3478 
  

Treasurer/Council/Witness 
 

Dave Steinkruger 
 

250-7737 

 Financial  Secretary Jenni Dasovic 297-1620 

 Property Maintenance Bill Wylie 203-2949 

We  welcome  all people  to worship God  
by offering our lives in daily witness  

to the love of Jesus Christ. 
 

Welcome Ministry    Worship Ministry  
   Val and Allison    Bill and Steve 
 

         Witness Ministry 
       Heidi  and Jan 
 

YOU  are always welcome to attend the meeting of 
our Council. Check with the church office for meeting 
details! 
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►
      
 
 

 
 
 
  
 
 
 

Your Financial Gifts… 
Please consider  mailing your commitment to the church at  
P.O. Box 301,  
Plattsmouth, NE  68048.  Thank You! 
 
Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the ongoing life  
and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.     
You make a  difference!    

 Oct 2 Oct 9 Oct 16 Oct 30 

General 1895 1505 1600 n/a 
Benevolence 120 0 0 0 

Oct 23 

975 
0 

  

 
Bible Study  

 
Every Monday evening  

4:00 PM 
 

Come join Pastor Jim as he 
digs deeper in the Bible. 

All are welcome! 
 
 
 

————————————————- 
 

Women’s Group  
Monday November 21, 2022 

at 6:30 PM  
 
 

Women’s Evening Bible Study 
November 16th 

Email Leigh LaRosa for details 
 
 

Women’s Daytime Bible Study!! 
November 3rd at 1:00 PM 

 
 

Kids church  
at the  

10:00 Service! 
____________________________________ 
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PRAYER	OF	THE	DAY 
Faithful God, you proved your faithfulness to your people when they cried out to you in 
distress. Be present in our distress and show us how to be faithful to you in the midst of 
suffering.  We pray these things in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
The	Righteous	live	by	faith 
 
The book Habakkuk re lects an exceedingly traumatic time in Israel’s history.  Not only is 
there injustice and violence internally, not long before, the mighty Assyrian army destroyed 
one city after the other, brutally killing people.  And we know that not long after Habakkuk 
was written, the Babylonians under king Nebuchadnezzar would three times attack 
Jerusalem, taking the leaders and skilled citizens into exile, and in 587 BCE, destroying the 
city and the temple.  Indeed, violence is all around. 
 
On this Reformation Sunday we can’t fail to mention how important Habakkuk was to Martin 
Luther, who, based on his reading of Paul’s interpretation of Habakkuk, launched the 
Protestant Reformation.  Martin Luther was struggling, injustice and wrongdoing all around 
him. He felt the heavy weight of his sin and the overwhelming responsibility to be good 
enough for God to give him righteousness.  Martin Luther delved into Scripture in his quest 
for God.  In 1515, he read Romans 1:17 as Paul quoted from Habakkuk and it struck him like it 
hadn’t struck him before. “For	in	the	gospel	the	righteousness	of	God	is	revealed	from	faith	to	
faith,	as	it is	written,	‘The	righteous	shall	live	by	faith.'” Romans 1:17 
 
Martin Luther looked at the Greek word for righteousness (instead of the Latin one) and saw 
that the righteousness referred to is God’s righteousness given to believers freely as a gift. 
Luther now understood that righteousness didn’t come from him and what he could do.  
Martin Luther said at that moment he became born again.  With this new understanding of 
salvation, Martin Luther challenged the church to teach what Scripture teaches.  From that 
quest, Martin Luther, along with a myriad of other reformers, risked his life for what is now 
known as the Protestant Reformation.  Wow let’s look into this ourselves. 

 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:2-4, 3:17-19 (NIV)  
 
1 The	prophecy that	Habakkuk	the	prophet	received.	2 How	long, L ,	must	I	call	for	help, but	
you	do	not	listen?	Or	cry	out	to	you,	“Violence!” but	you	do	not	save?	3 Why	do	you	make	me	look	
at	injustice? Why	do	you	tolerate wrongdoing?	Destruction	and	violence are	before	me; there	is	
strife, and	con lict	abounds.	4 Therefore	the	law is	paralyzed, and	justice	never	prevails.	The	
wicked	hem	in	the	righteous, so	that	justice is	perverted. 
 
We see how the prophet looked around and is overwhelmed by destruction and the violence 
he sees. In v 3, he asks why God is tolerating all these evil deeds, and why he has to see all the 
injustice, the oppression, the strife and terror around him. And in v 4, the prophet laments 
that the wicked are overpowering the righteous, and that justice is perverted. 
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Within in this context of violence, we hear Habakkuk’s lament: “How	long, L ,	must	I	call	for	
help, but	you	do	not	listen?”  In the midst of this nightmare, the only thing the prophet can do is to 
help his people voice their pain, to cry over the anguish they are experiencing.  Echoing the Psalms 
of lament as well as the book of Lamentations, we hear how the prophet cries out to God: “Lord, 
how long? Lord, help me … ” 
 
Habakkuk’s lament join laments from all around the world in which people have found the words 
to name the situations of violence and injustice in their lives, so resisting whatever is threatening 
their well-being and happiness.  It is important for us to take our pain and suffering to the Lord.  
 
It is signi icant to note that the violence and terror would continue for a long time, as evident in the 
ongoing description of violence that marks the rest of the book Habakkuk.  But typical to the 
prophetic voice in the Old Testament, violence and injustice do not have the last word……. 
 
2:2 Then	the L  replied:	“Write down	the	revelation and	make	it	plain	on	tablets so	that	a	
herald may	run	with	it.	3 For	the	revelation	awaits	an	appointed	time; it	speaks	of	the	end and	will	not	
prove	false.	Though	it	linger,	wait for	it; it will	certainly	come and	will	not	delay.	4 “See,	the	enemy	is	
puffed	up; his	desires	are	not	upright— but	the	righteous	person will	live	by	faith. 
 
And then God’s answer comes. However, God’s answer is not what one would have liked to hear. It 
says, ‘Wait. Be patient. Deliverance is coming but you will have to wait.’ This divine response 
challenges all the easy answers or quick ixes that we crave.  In Israel’s history, the prophet’s 
message would be followed by many more years of violence and injustice.  Things would get much 
worse before they were to become better.  However, amidst the most dire of circumstances, we see 
how the prophet clings to God’s faithfulness and love. 
 
The vision that the prophet is to make "plain on tablets" is the impending punishment of the proud, 
who are contrasted with the righteous, who "live by their faith [or faithfulness]" (v. 4). The theme 
of the righteous living by their faithfulness to the covenant between God and Israel was deeply 
rooted in traditional Israelite religion, and it will become prominent during the NT periods, 
emerging in early Christian literature as the doctrine of "justi ication by faith"  
 
The response God did give — that faithfulness would enable them to get through the troubles that 
could not be avoided — was of far greater use than further explanation.  In effect, God was telling 
Habakkuk that during the period when the wicked Babylonians would be in control and God’s 
promise to restore Judah was not yet ful illed, Habakkuk was to trust God’s assurance and rely on 
God’s strength to persevere.  In the meantime, “the righteous will live by being faithful.” In other 
words, by relying on God’s strength, they will persevere.  It must be acknowledged, however, that 
perseverance is not a popular topic in today’s culture. 
 
Paul repeated the main line of Habakkuk’s vision about the righteous living by faith/faithfulness in 
two of his letters — Romans (1:17) and Galatians (3:11) — using it as a description of the Christian 
life in general – reminding us that salvation (justi ication) does not come by our actions or by the 
law.  Habakkuk’s vision-phrase also appears in Hebrews 10:38, but there, the author of Hebrews 
used it to encourage Christians to be faithful when facing persecution. 
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3:17 Though	the	 ig	tree	does	not	bud and	there	are	no	grapes	on	the	vines,	though	the	olive	crop	
fails and	the	 ields	produce	no	food,	though	there	are	no	sheep	in	the	pen and	no	cattle	in	the	
stalls,	18 yet	I	will	rejoice	in	the L , I	will	be	joyful	in	God	my	Savior. 19 The	Sovereign L  is	my	
strength; he	makes	my	feet	like	the	feet	of	a	deer, he	enables	me	to	tread	on	the	heights. 
 
Do you see the common thread in all of this? Life may be hard and bring things that are dif icult 
to face.  We may have questions about these troubles for which no answers are forthcoming. 
Sometimes evildoers will seem to come out on top.  But steady faithfulness to God, enduring 
trust in God’s assurance, persevering reliance on God’s strength, a long obedience in the Lord’s 
direction, holy living every day — whatever terms we use to say it — is the way to go through 
the dif iculties of life that cannot be avoided. 
 
The examples from Apartheid South Africa or the Nazi regime also show us, situations of 
violence can last many years and even decades.  Also in our personal lives, we may ind 
ourselves in a situation of pain and suffering without end.  Even the beautiful confession of faith 
with which Habakkuk ends acknowledges that the situation of violence and suffering is long not 
over.  The ig tree does not blossom. There are no fruit on the vines. There are no livestock in 
the stalls. And yet the wonderful thing about Habakkuk’s confession is that the believer can still 
say, I believe in a God that gives me strength.  Amidst the violence.  Amidst the depravity.  And 
this conviction is what causes the believer to not only go on, but to tread upon the heights like a 
deer.   
 
You, believer in Christ, you have accepted Christ’s righteousness by faith for salvation so do not 
shrink back.  Live boldly.  Change the world.  Be proud to be counted as one of God’s people. 
 
Let	us	Pray:   Gracious Father – We praise you and we thank you that we can call you Father – 
that you called us your children and you draw us to yourself.  Thank you for the gift of your Son 
and the Holy Spirit to teach and to guide.  Help us learn what you want us to learn as we 
journey through the bible.  Help us hear and trust in your promises.  Help our unbelief.  Give us 
eyes to see with your compassion and ears to hear your will and a heart willing to follow your 
will in our lives.  Help us be the children you want us to be.  Help us to share the Good News.  
Help us to love you and love others. We can do all this through you Lord, who gives us strength.   
We thank you Lord for all that you have done and are doing.  Praise and blessing to you – in 
Jesus’ name we pray, and all God’s children said….     Amen. 
 
 

Verse	of	the	Month 
 

“Blessed	are	the	poor	in	spirit,	for	theirs	is	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven.”  
   Matthew	5:3 

 
 

Song for Sunday “Beloved” by Jordan Feliz 



PleaseÊletÊtheÊofficeÊknowÊofÊchangesÊtoÊtheÊprayerÊlistsÊÊsoÊ
thatÊweÊcanÊkeepÊeverythingÊcurrent.ÊÊThanks!Ê
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Justin Bartlett, Marines  
Jason Black, Law Enforcement 
Joshua Black, Law Enforcement 
Meshack Casey, Army  
Cory Clines, Air Force  
Steve Durow, Law Enforcement 
Alex Houchin, Navy 
Sean Gardner, Law Enforcement 
Kyle Hefner, Air Force 
Regan Hefner, Air Force 
Mason Jensen, Navy 
Calvin Johnson, Air Force 
Rachel Mildenhall, Marines 
Scott Nelson, Army 
Tyler Nielson, Navy 
Nick Richards, Law Enforcement 
Steven Richards, Army 
Travis Roeder, Air Force 
Brent Wiese, Army  
Craig Wylie, Law Enforcement 
Marcus Hough,  Air Force 

Prayer for those serving in the military and law 
enforcement: 

Please pray for: 
 

Don Bartlett 
Bertha Black 
Mary Braatz 

Peggy Brennan 
Nadine Burson 
Donna Clark 

O.C. Coleman 
Nancy Conley 
Glenn Crockett 

Barb Culbertson 
Ebbin Gehrke 

Jan Gehrig 
Dave Greer 
Bill Haynes 
Harley Hein 

Barrett Hermann  
Eric Johnson 
Jason Knott 

Nancy Lagerstrom 

Oct 2 Oct 16 Oct 23 Oct 30 

77 61 49 n/a 

Oct 9 

56 

Attendance October 2022 

 
Tony Larson  

Hayden Lavin 
Teresa Marchand 
Donna McClean 

Pam Morgan 
Kay  Rishel 
Ada Robert 

Juan Rodriguez  
Emily Ryan  
Sheila Sach 

Russ Sederburg 
Corky Stolp 

Gary Thornton 
Les Thornton 
Kathy Todd 

Grace Zimmerer 
Dayon, David 
Kelly, Kevin 

Jason, Judy, Rob 

Coming Up! 
 

Hosanna’s 
Annual  

Thanksgiving dinner!! 
 

Sunday, November 13, 2022 
5:00 – 7:00 PM 

Free will offering 
 

Sign up Sheets are in the  
Narthex. 

 
 

We need help with set up, food 
donations, cooking,  

set up, serving and clean up. 
__________________________ 

 
 
 

 



 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Hosanna Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 301 

Plattsmouth, NE  68048 
(402) 296-2662 

Ministers:  
         All Members  
 

Pastor:  
       Jim Spanjers  616-7909 
  E-mail:  hl_pastor@windstream.net 
 

Council President: Heidi Walz 
 
 

Director of Under His Wings 
 Baby Pantry and Thrift Shop: 
        Claudia Wylie    802-7115 
 

Church Office: 
         Diana Lindensmith 296-2662 
       
E-Mail: 
       hosannalutheran@windstream.net 
  
 

Find us on Facebook! 
Hosanna Lutheran Church Elca 
 

On the Web: 
www.HosannaPlattsmouth.com We  welcome  all people  to worship God by offering our lives  

in daily witness to the love of Jesus Christ. 

 
 
  

 
 

Bible Study  
Every Monday afternoon at  4:00 PM 

 
Confirmation is Wednesdays at 7:00 PM 

 

Women’s Daytime Bible Study 
Thursday, November 3rd  at 1:00 PM, here at Hosanna 

 
Women’s Group  

Third Monday Evening at 6:30 PM—November 21st 
 
 

Women’s Evening Bible Study  
November 16th 

 

Men’s Fellowship Brunch 
Wednesday November 16th at 10:30 AM 

 
 


