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Come people of God.  Leave the cares of your day and concerns of your life.  Come and be filled with the presence of God! 
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Mission Share Changes Everything 
        A blog by Bishop Brian Maas 
I know—a bishop suggesting financial support of the larger church. Least surprising thing in your day, 
right? 
But I’m not suggesting financial support. I’m talking about health and vitality—individual and 
congregational health and vitality. As we all know (but often forget), generosity is good for the soul—
and the body, heart, and mind, as scripture and even modern science make clear. Generosity rooted 
in true thanksgiving is better for us still. 
 
Someone once said, “I can do more with 90 cents and God than I can with a dollar by myself.” There’s 
truth in that—and it’s not the empty truth promised by televangelists; it’s not the trading of cash for the 
promise of a blessing. It’s the real truth that all of us do better when we know how to let go of a little to 
manage the rest better. Giving generously to anything is good, right, and healthy. Giving to your 
congregation, and through your congregation to Mission Share, changes your body, mind, and soul; 
literally. Mission Share changes everything!  
 

What’s more, recognizing what we have and sharing with others makes us more aware of God’s 
presence in our lives and the world. It makes us more aware of other human beings, of our common 
humanity, and of the abundance God gives us. That’s why in the Nebraska Synod we don’t speak of 
“mission support,” as though the goal of our offerings is merely financial support of other missions. In 
Nebraska, we speak of Mission Share, because we know that it’s a two-way street. Through our gifts, 
we share our personal mission as disciples and the mission of our local congregation. Our gifts are our 
witness, and one way we carry out our personal and congregational mission. At the same time, we 
share in the mission of the larger church. We are missionaries of the gospel, around the world and in 
the next ZIP code. We share mission in ways and places none of us—not the wealthiest individual nor 
the largest congregation—could ever dream of doing on our own. It changes how we live our faith. 
Mission Share changes everything! 
 

Finally, through our gifts we share in the hard work and the celebration of saving lives, transforming 
communities, and lifting souls with the Good News of Jesus Christ all over the world. The breadth of 
our sharing becomes the depth of the church’s strength as it responds to human need and fulfills the 
Great Commission in more ways, places and lives than most of us can even comprehend. And when 
we listen to what the church tells us—through so many different channels (websites, blogs, e-blasts, 
print, social media--check them out!)—we not only learn what we’ve done, we are inspired and grateful 
anew. Learning about our gifts’ destinies changes our understanding of the simple word “offering.” 
Mission Share changes everything! 
 

So forget about giving to support anyone’s budget. That’s not the need that concerns me. 
The need I know is each human’s—and each congregation’s—need to give in grateful response. Such 
generosity changes individuals’ very health; changes a congregation’s vitality; changes and expands 
disciples’ and communities’ mission; partners with God in changing the world; and changes hearts to 
inspire more generosity still. 
 

Mission Share changes you, me, us, the church, the world. Mission Share changes everything. 
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ADULT STUDY OPPORTUNITIES 
 

These small groups meet monthly and/or weekly 
for devotions, fellowship and service projects. We 
hope you’ll find one or two to get involved with. 
 

Women’s Bible Study 
Wednesday, October 10 at 6:30 PM  
here at Hosanna. Meet with women who are 
studying “12 Women of the Bible” 
 

Bible Study with Pastor Jim 
Every Monday at 6:30 PM. Come and dig deeper 
into the book of Judges. Everyone is welcome! 

 

P+,-.+ T/0. 12+ .3.+-24.:  
Every Thursday from 10:00-10:30 a.m.  
Please join the church staff in the office as we 
pray for the Church, its ministries, and those who 
have asked us to include them in our prayers. Plan 
to join us! “Never doubt what one prayer can do.” 
 

L9:;.+,4 L,</.= B22> C@9A   
Next scheduled meeting of the Book Club will be 
on Wednesday, October 10th at 11:30AM  
at Bay Hills Restaurant.  
We will be reading “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrick 
Backman 
 

HOLY STITCHERS    
Please join Helen and the ladies on the second 
Monday of each month. October’s meeting is 
the 8th at 9:30 AM 
 

WOMEN’S GROUP 
Next Meeting: October 15, 2018 at 7:00 PM 

 
W;.4 :;. S,/4:= H2 0,+I;/4H 29: :2 EAT! 

Join the Saints when they go out to eat, Friday, 
October 26th 

If you have any questions, please call  
Linda Feder @402-298-8969 

Horizon of Hope 

COUNCIL NOTES 
 
 

HOSANNA COUNCIL MEMBERS 
 

2018-2019 
 

 

Phone numbers are listed here for your convenience 

  
 President 

 
Laurie Voss 

296-4745 
297-1184 (c) 

  
Vicki Weber 

 
209-5237  

 
Vice President 

 
Linda Mason 

 
319-8012 

 
 

Bob Wills 
 

298-7442 

 Grace Weisz 297-0975 

 Riley Weber 209-7395  

 

Secretary 
 

Melinda Zimmerer 
 

880-4992 
  
Treasurer 

 

Dave Steinkruger 
 

250-7737 

  
 Financial  Secretary 

 
Jenni Dasovic 

 
297-1670 

  
Property Maintenance 

 
Bill Wylie 

 
203-2949 

 

We  welcome  all people  to worship God  

by offering our lives in daily witness  
to the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

Welcome Ministry    Worship Ministry  
   Vicki, Grace, and Linda            Bob and  Riley 
 

         Witness Ministry 
  Laurie and Melinda 
YOU  YOU  YOU  YOU  are always welcome to attend the meeting of are always welcome to attend the meeting of are always welcome to attend the meeting of are always welcome to attend the meeting of 
our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday     
of each month at of each month at of each month at of each month at 6:30 PM.6:30 PM.6:30 PM.6:30 PM. 

Join Pastor Jim on Mondays 
 at 6:30 PM for a closer look  

at the Bible: 
 
 

The book of Judges 
 
 

Everyone is welcome! 

On my plane trip to California, I met someone who works 
at Compassion International in Colorado Springs. She, like 
me, quit her job and moved across the country for what 
God put on her heart. Mine was grandchildren, hers was a 
passion for children and the desire to work for Compassion. 
We had an amazing conversation about God’s provision 
and blessings. 
 

The one thing that really struck me, though, is that on 
all her visits around the world to see Compassion’s 
Kids, she was amazed to see at every home she went 
to, the letters from sponsors were proudly displayed, 
or kept as a treasure. She was amazed at how 
important each and every letter was to these children. 
 

I don’t think it was accidental that I met her...and I know 
there are people at Hosanna who could write to Jimmy and 
Meshak. 
Compassion makes it really easy. There are special letters to 
fill out with a section for translation, and an envelope to 
put them in. They are on a table in the Narthex. 
 

Would you consider a letter? It will surely become a 
treasure☺ 

   ~~diana 
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Hello Hosanna 

In our services, we have recently gone back to the beginning (Genesis)  and we have been looking at 

God’s relationship with folks and seeing what that means for us – God with us.  We’ve seen God walking, 

appearing, speaking, as a cloud and pillar of light.  God doing amazing things but what a difference it is 

for us – God with us.   Paul told us that “we have been raised with Christ…and our life is now hidden 

with Christ in God and when Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in 

glory” (Col 3:1-4) 

 As we say in the affirmation of faith at the 10:00am service, ‘the church, the caring fellowship of seekers 

and finders embodying Christ’s love’.  Embodying Christ’s love is key.  Christ came to earth to show 

God’s love for us and to make a way for us.  Embodying Christ’s love is showing God’s love to those 

around us as Christ did.  And as we pray in the blessing – Christ has no body on earth but ours…. 

To do this we have been given God’s Holy Spirit and FIRE (☺) – Christ in us – gifts, talents and 

resources - all from God, creator of heaven and earth.  We have been equipped with all we need; now it’s 

up to us. 

Did you have fun at our Harvest Festival picnic for the community on ‘God’s work our hands Sunday’?  I 

did and so did many people, especially the kids.  It was a great way to thank the first responders for their 

dedication to our community.  That’s God at work – grillers, servers, gamers, and cleaners – just things 

we know how to do and what a difference it makes.  That’s how God works. 

We have another chance to feed the community.  Our Community Thanksgiving Meal will be on Sunday 

November 11th this year  - We like to feed people, come and be the hands of God. 

There is also the Holy Stitchers who offer tangible evidence (gift of comfort, hope, peace and 

encouragement) to those for whom we pray and in a variety of other projects like hospital gowns, walker 

bags, chemo hats and many others.  This is perfect for those who crochet, knit or quilt or who want to 

learn. They usually meet on the second Mondays of the month from 9:30am to later in the afternoon at 

Helen Worthan’s house.  

We’ve learned that with our pocket change we can provide clothing, education, medical and food for 

Jimmy and Meshach.    One person’s pocket change wouldn’t be enough, but together we create a major 

impact for them, their family and the community they live in.   

Don’t forget the shoe box collection for Operation Christmas Child coming in November – start packing!! 

Paul reminds us in Ephesians 4: 11-13, “It was God who gave…., to prepare God’s people for works of 

service, so that the body of Christ may be built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the 

knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.”  

We will be more and more complete in Christ as we serve those around us.  I ask that you begin to look 

around with new eyes – the eyes of Jesus and see what He would see and let’s figure out what we can do.  

I thank you for all that you do already and know that God has put you here for a reason.   

Begin to pray asking God to help you and us in this journey together.  Ask what you can give – time, 

talents and resources.  We’ll be asking what you heard in a little while so we can plan for next year.   

We are blessed to be a blessing        

Pastor Jim 



Combined Worship Attendance 

HOSANNA’S NUMBERS 

Your Financial Gifts…Your Financial Gifts…Your Financial Gifts…Your Financial Gifts…    
                    Please be mindful that Hosanna’s monthly financial obligations continue throughout the year.   
     If you are unable to attend Sunday Worship Services, please  consider  mailing your 
commitment to the church at P.O. Box 301, Plattsmouth, NE  68048.  Thank You! 
 

     Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the  Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the  Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the  Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the      
ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.    ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.    ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.    ongoing life  and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.        

    

You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna!You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna!You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna!You make a  difference!   Thank you Members and Friends Of  Hosanna! 

 Sept 2 Sept 9 Sept 16 Sept 23 Sept 30 

General 2548 964 1515 1216 n/a 

Benevolence 0 0 0 0 0 

 Sept 2 Sept 9 Sept 16 Sept 23 

Attendance 96 61 65 56 

Sept 30 

n/a 
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Romans 1:16-17 The Power of the 

Gospel 
 

16161616    For I am not ashamed of the For I am not ashamed of the For I am not ashamed of the For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel; it is the power of God for gospel; it is the power of God for gospel; it is the power of God for gospel; it is the power of God for 
salvation to everyone who has salvation to everyone who has salvation to everyone who has salvation to everyone who has 
faith, to the Jew first and also faith, to the Jew first and also faith, to the Jew first and also faith, to the Jew first and also 
to the Greek. to the Greek. to the Greek. to the Greek. 17 17 17 17 For in it the For in it the For in it the For in it the 
righteousness of God is revealed righteousness of God is revealed righteousness of God is revealed righteousness of God is revealed 
through faith for faith; as it is through faith for faith; as it is through faith for faith; as it is through faith for faith; as it is 
written, “The one who is written, “The one who is written, “The one who is written, “The one who is 
righteous will live by faith.”righteous will live by faith.”righteous will live by faith.”righteous will live by faith.”    



      Please let 

the office  

 (296-2662) 

know of 

changes to the 

prayer lists  so 

that we can 

keep 

everything 

current. 

 

       Thanks!  
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Helping Our Community 
Please remember our on-going collections –  
1st Sunday of every month.   
► Cass County Food Bank: Non perishable food, 

paper goods, soap,  detergent and cleaning 
products. NO JUNK FOOD, PLEASE!  

 Please check   the  expiration dates on the 
 food.  The   food   bank   will  not accept 
 food with expired dates. 
 
► Abundant Harvest Food Co-op @ Hosanna 
    1st and 3rd Tuesday @ 5:00 PM 
 
► Under His Wings Baby Pantry:  
      Located at Under His Wings 
      Always needs diapers, Size 3, 4, 5, & 6 
      Baby shampoo, lotion and wash. 
 
► Under His Wings Thrift Shop:  
      511 Main St.        Hours:  10-5:00 pm Tues.-Fri 
      10-3:00 pm  Sat 
 

► Prevent Blindness Nebraska:  
    Used eyeglasses – no sunglasses 
 

Campbell Soup Labels and General Mills Box Tops 
For Education: Please save  both  labels  for  our 
schools.  The labels are redeemed for  classroom 
items to enhance our children’s education.  

Justin Bartlett, Marines  
     (Nephew of Brian & Robin Brown) 
Meshack Casey, Army  
     (Grandson of Dave & Jan Conley) 
Cory Clines, Air Force  
        (Grandson of Dave & Jan Conley)  
Col. Mona Dolson,  
         (Sister of Mitch Houchin) 
Alex Houchin, Navy 
         (Son of Mitch & Debbie Houchin) 
Zach Gehrig 
         (Nephew of Leon & Jan Gehrig) 
Mason Jensen, Navy 
         (Nephew of Scot and Tiffany Simon) 
Calvin Johnson, Air Force 
         (Nephew of Kermit & Fiorenza Reisdorph) 
Rachel Mildenhall, Marines 
    (Friend of Connie Halouska) 
Caleb Morehead, Army Reserves  
         (Grandson of  Bertha Black) 
Tyler Nielson, Navy 
    (Grandson of Eric & Nancy Conley 
Travis Roeder, Air Force 
         (Son-in-law of Pastor Jim & Linda Spanjers) 
Brent Wiese, Army  
Jennifer Zeitler and Marcus Hough, Air Force 
   (Friends of the congregation) 

PRAYERS FOR THOSE 
 SERVING IN THE MILITARY . . . 

 

 

Bertha Black 

Lou & Mary Braatz 

O.C. Coleman 

Barb Culbertson 

Mary & Ted Dalhberg 

Jeremiah Dasovic 

Marilyn Erdman 

Ebbin Gehrke 

Dave Greer 

Bill Grunewald  

 Cole Johnson 

Jan Knake 

Beverly Kwasnieski 

Donna McClean 

Lisa Perez 

Emily Seaton 

John Warsing 

Eric Walkenhorst 

Glenn Crockett 

Kori and Allen 

Ministering to Those 
with  

Anxiety and 
Depression 

 

October 6, 2018 | 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
 

Carol Joy Holling Center 
Ashland, NE 

 
Anxiety and depression, although rarely discussed, 
impact your congregants. This one-day workshop is for 
church workers to gain basic knowledge of depression 
and anxiety, discover resources and think about how to 
best support and love those in your community affected 
by these issues. Additionally, this workshop will count for 
six credit hours of continuing education. 
 

Costs only $35 including 
lunch!  

For more information, or to register,  
click the link below 

 
https://www.cjhcenter.org/supported-loved 



 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Hosanna Lutheran and Augustana Lutheran Churches present: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An evening to raise money to provide clean water with water filters and wells 
purchased  through the “ELCA Good Gifts” program 

 
When: Saturday, October 6, 2018: 4:00 PM—8:00 PM 

Where: Greer’s Home, 14425 Penny Drive, Plattsmouth, NE 68048 
 

Tickets are $20 each and include 1 wine glass, 5 tastings of wine or beer; food, 
and entertainment 

 
Catered food by “Tom LeBlanc’s BBQ and Cajun 

Craft beers by Bob Bennett 
Wine by Jim & Laurie Voss 

Music by Terry Little 
Silent Auction 

 
For more information, see Laurie Voss, or Dave & Darlene Greer 

Alice Green 

Shoeboxes 

will be due 

soon! 

It’s not too soon to start picking up items for your Opera)on Christmas Child Shoebox!  
 

One year, Alice brought in more than 40 shoe boxes herself! This year, Hosanna's Council is asking everyone 

to remember Alice in a very special tribute by giving one, two or many more shoeboxes in her memory. Join 

us as we fill the narthex, to the Glory of God, and the memory of a wonderful, dear hearted woman. For 

ques)ons about shoeboxes, please see Pastor, Laurie Voss, or Dave Conley. 

 



 

Church Matters 

 

 

 

  
 

Did you know?   An individual age 70½ or older can make direct charitable gifts from an individual 

retirement account (IRA), including required minimum distributions, of up to $100,000 to our Church 

and not have to report the IRA distributions as taxable income on their federal income tax return.   We 

have an account with TD Ameritrade available for this purpose. Just talk with Dave Steinkruger 

(treasurer) or Pastor Jim. 
 

Jesus reminded us that when we are faithful in little, we get more.  So please think and pray about how 

you can give more: time, talent, and resources.  Kingdom building is a lot of work but we have God with 

Us and that makes all the difference. We have indeed been Blessed to be a Blessing – thank you 



 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Hosanna Lutheran Church 
P.O. Box 301 

Plattsmouth, NE  68048 
(402) 296-2662 

Ministers:  
         All Members  
 

Pastor:  
       Jim Spanjers  616-7909 
  E-mail:  hl_pastor@windstream.net 
 

Council President: 
        Laurie Voss  
 

Director Of Care Ministry: 
         Grace Weisz 297-0975 
 

Director of Under His Wings 
 Baby Pantry and Thrift Shop: 
        Claudia Wylie    802-7115 
 

Church Office: 
         Diana Lindensmith 296-2662 
       
E-Mail: 
       hosannalutheran@windstream.net 
 Office hours: 
 Tues and Thurs. 8am-Noon 
 

Find us on Facebook! 
Hosanna Lutheran Church Elca 
 

On the Web: 
www.HosannaPlattsmouth.com 

We  welcome  all people  to worship God  
by offering our lives in daily witness  

to the love of Jesus Christ. 

 

 
 

 

Dates to remember: 
 

 
Saturday, October 6th is our “Wine into Water” event at the  
Greer’s home. 4:00PM to 8:00 PM $20/tick 
 
Wednesday, October 10th is Women’s Bible Study. 6:30 pm, here at 
Hosanna 
 
Sunday, October 28th is Reformation Sunday. Our 8:30 am service 
will dedicate the Prayer Pole and garden for Ann Gordon and Dave 
Feder. Come support our Confirmation kids at the 10am service 
 
Sunday, November 11 is our Community Thanksgiving Dinner. 
Watch for details! 


