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WORSHIP TIMES
8:30 A.M. Traditional Service
9:30 A.M.

Fellowship & Refreshments

10:00 A.M. Contemporary Service
And Kid’s Church

ELCA is a Sanctuary Church
Overview of the Sanctuary Movement:
Christians have offered sanctuary for two thousand years, continuing
an ancient biblical practice in which cities and houses of worship
provided refuge and asylum for people fleeing injustice. Started in the
1980s, the Sanctuary Movement was a faith-based initiative to protect
Central American refugees fleeing civil war and seeking safety in the
U.S. Today, the New Sanctuary Movement is a revived effort for
communities of faith to walk alongside immigrants in the U.S.
The 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly voted Aug. 7 to approve a memorial that
affirms the denomination's long-standing commitment to migrants and refugees and
declares the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) a sanctuary church
body. The ELCA is the first North American denomination to declare itself a
sanctuary church body.
As a sanctuary church, the ELCA publicly declares that walking alongside
immigrants and refugees is a matter of faith. This declaration does not call for any
person, congregation or synod to engage in illegal activity.
The ELCA has developed talking points to address what it means for this church to
become a sanctuary denomination. In defining what this means for its
congregations, the ELCA states that a sanctuary church will look different in the
different contexts across the ELCA. The church cannot mandate or direct ELCA
congregations and ministries to respond in certain ways.
The 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly passed the strategy to Accompany Migrant
Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities (AMMPARO).
Through the strategy, the ELCA invites its churches to become "welcoming
congregations," which means to commit to spiritually and physically accompanying
migrants in their communities, pray for migrant children and families, and advocate
for a just and humane immigration system. More than 100 congregations and five
synods across the ELCA identify as sanctuary.
If you have questions, or want more information talk to Pastor Jim, or check out elca.org

Horizon of Hope

God’s Work, Our Hands Picnic
Sunday, September 8, 2019
Rhylander Park

COUNCIL NOTES

HOSANNA COUNCIL MEMBERS
Phone numbers are listed here for your convenience

Calling all chefs, game masters, face-painters,
set-uppers, and clean-up crews!
President

Bob Wills

298-7442

Vice President/
Worship Ministry

Linda Mason

319-8012

Secretary/
Witness Ministry

Melinda Zimmerer

880-4992

Welcome Ministry

Claudia Wylie

802-7115

Welcome Ministry

Heidi Walz

740-0146

Worship Ministry

Riley Weber

209-7395

Witness Ministry

Vicki Weber

209-5237

Treasurer

Dave Steinkruger

250-7737

Financial Secretary

Jenni Dasovic

297-1670

We need you!
Our annual tradion of having a Community Picnic
at the end of the Harvest Fesval is coming up
quickly. We need lots of help and friendly faces.
See the sign up sheets in the lobby, call the oﬃce
at 402-296-2662, or speak with pastor Jim.

Thank you!
How will you get connected??
These small groups meet monthly and/or weekly for
devotions, fellowship and service projects. We hope
you’ll find one or two to get involved with.
Bible Study with Pastor Jim
Monday at 6:30 PM. Come and dig deeper into the
Bible.
Everyone is welcome!
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Every Thursday from 10:00-10:30 a.m.
Please join the church staff in the office as we pray
for the Church, its ministries, and those who have
asked us to include them in our prayers. Plan to join
us! “Never doubt what one prayer can do.”
WOMEN’S GROUP
Next Meeting: September 16 ,2019 at 7:00 PM
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Friday, September 27,2019, 5:30
If you have any questions, please call
Linda Feder @402-298-8969 or Jan and Dave Conley
@402-296-3833

Property Maintenance Bill Wylie

203-2949

We welcome all people to worship God
by offering our lives in daily witness
to the love of Jesus Christ.
Welcome Ministry
Worship Ministry
Claudia and Heidi
Riley
Witness Ministry
Vicki and Melinda

YOU are always welcome to attend the meeting of
our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday
of each month at 6:30 PM.

Please join us on Thursdays from
10:00-10:30 AM in the office as we pray for
our church, our community and people in
need.
Everyone welcome!

Join Pastor Jim as he goes deeper into the Bible. They meet here every Monday,
except for the third Monday.

Monday nights at 6:30 PM
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Good Day,

A simple greeting – I pray that it is true for you.

As I think about that greeting, what makes a good day? Is it a good day because there is no pain or strife? Is
it because the sun is shining? What makes it a good day for you?
We will be embarking on a new theme this church year entitled “God at the Center”. We’ve just learned
some amazing things from our journey in Romans: God’s love, sacrifice, adoption, gift of Holy Spirit, new
life and life eternal. As Paul said “I am not ashamed of the Good News of Jesus Christ for it is the power of
God for salvation to everyone who believes..” Hopefully that brings joy and excitement to your days. This
year we will be going through the bible with the Gospel of Mark as our back drop. The writer of the gospel
begins this way “The beginning of the Good News about Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” God at work in the
world – God at the Center of all that is happening!
Inside this big story are many subplots – we will begin this month exploring “I Know You by Name” as God
calls to the people we will read about. Of course when God calls, amazing things begin to happen around
them (and us).
We are told in 2 Peter 1:3-10 “His divine power has given us everything we need for life and godliness
through our knowledge of him who called us by his glory and goodness. Through these he has given us his
very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in the divine nature and escape
the corruption in the world caused by evil desires. For this very reason make every effort to add to your faith
goodness, and to goodness, knowledge; and to knowledge, self-control; and to self-control, perseverance; and
to perseverance, godliness; and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness, love. For if you
possess these qualities in increasing measure, they will keep you from being ineffective and unproductive in
your knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. … For if you do these things, you will never fail.” Wow – thank
you Lord. I hope this good news and the more we learn about God can inspire you to have many more good
days.
Our memory verse this month is “So we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are
members one of another.” Romans 12:5. We have a connection – the connection is Christ and we are meant
for one another. We will see in scripture how God is at work (from the center) and begin to realize how
much God is at work in our lives today. There is a variety of activities and learning opportunities planned
this fall (Bible study on Monday nights, Confirmation and Kid’s Church and the picnic in park on Sept 8th to
name a few) – God wants us to get involved, to grow the qualities necessary to add to your faith. Be ready –
consider saying yes – be in prayer.
We are going to offer an evening bible study on the Gospel of Mark with Francis Chan starting September 9th
– to help us know Christ more fully; to see better and to become the child God wants us to be. Come join us.
Please come and talk with me or look up the details online for more information on the declaration by the
ELCA declaring itself as a Sanctuary Church. There is a lot of inflammatory language being used that just
isn’t true. We are not told to do anything illegal and in fact we have already been part of the AMMPARO
program through the courts in Omaha. There are handouts with more information at the church office also.
Peace be with you.
God is blessing us
Pastor Jim
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HOSANNA’S NUMBERS
Combined Offering
August 4

August 11

August 18

August 25

General

2110.25

1170.00

2028.36

1875.00

Benevolence

0

0

0

0

Combined Worship Attendance
August 4
Attendance

63

August 11
62

August 18

August 25

84

62

Your Financial Gifts…

Please be mindful that Hosanna’s monthly financial obligations continue throughout the year.
If you are unable to attend Sunday Worship Services, please consider mailing your
commitment to the church at P.O. Box 301, Plattsmouth, NE 68048. Thank You!
Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the
ongoing life and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.
You make a difference! Thank you Members and Friends Of Hosanna!

Kindness, Impact Our Community, by Heidi Walz
Whether you are having a good day or a bad day, sharing an act of kindness can be an
extra pick-me-up. Kindness is needed everywhere but, when I look at our little
community I see a dramatic need. Is anyone else on social media? Like me, do you
follow the “Plattsmouth Town Crier” page? I want to be up to date on road closures,
new restaurants and such but following the Town Crier comes with a LOT of baggage.
So. Much. Negativity. Our community, like so many others, could do with a boost of
positivity.
My goal is to push as much kindness into Plattsmouth as I can. Maybe it’s buying
someone’s coffee or maybe it’s just sharing a sincere compliment with a stranger. It
could be leaving a big tip and a nice note even if your waiter was crabby or it could be
waiting to hold a door open for someone even if it takes an extra minute out of your
day. What would it mean to a teacher if someone dropped off a $10 Target gift card at
the elementary school office and asked the principal to pass it along to the oldest,
youngest or newest teacher? It would brighten the Principal’s day and the Teacher’s
day. I bet it would brighten your day too - - maybe even your week.
I admit it; one of the reasons that I enjoy participating in random acts of kindness is
very selfish. It makes me happy; being kind brings me joy. And, it’s a joy that sticks
around. Thinking of something kind to do can even help pull me out of a “snarly” mood.
Writing this article (which is due today) is stressful BUT I know that helping inspire
others to be kind multiplies the positivity in Plattsmouth. Inspiring YOU to be kind
makes me happy - - It’s basically the best pyramid scheme ever - - it’s free and the
payoff is personal joy and knowing you are making a difference. So go, be kind AND
inspire others to be kind too - - it will make me happy if you do!

August 12, 2019
To Members of The Nebraska Synod ELCA
Dear Church:
I’m writing you briefly today about actions of the 2019 ELCA Churchwide Assembly that
concluded in Milwaukee just two days ago. Among the many actions taken was the adoption
of a motion that the ELCA “declares itself a sanctuary church body.” That brief phrase is open
to a myriad of interpretations, and the motion of which it was a part of was amended to direct
the ELCA Church Council to “provide guidance for the three expressions of this church about
what it means to be a sanctuary church body.”
Confusion about what the phrase may or may not mean was intensified following reports
of the action through a variety of media outlets, and even more so following a panel
discussion on Fox News—a panel that included no representative of the ELCA to respond to a
number of misunderstandings and misstatements within that discussion.
I am attaching the language of the motion itself as well as a set of talking points developed
by my colleague, Bishop Paul Erickson of the Greater Milwaukee Synod. Additional
communications are being developed by the ELCA Churchwide Office as I write this.
As the attached points make clear, there will be a variety of interpretations of exactly what
“sanctuary church body” means, and a variety of ways in which that identity will be lived out.
I can tell you with clarity the following:
• The ELCA is not mandating (and cannot mandate) that its congregations engage
in any practice, related to sanctuary or otherwise
• The ELCA is not condoning or advocating illegal conduct on the part of its congregations
or members
• The ELCA is not recommending any specific way(s) for each congregation and member to
practice sanctuary
• The ELCA is renewing its public commitment to take concrete action to fulfill scripture’s
mandate to welcome strangers—including immigrants and refugees—and provide for their
needs
• The ELCA is renewing its commitment to advocating for reform in our nation’s broken
immigration system and for humane treatment of immigrants and refugees
The ELCA is renewing its commitment to the AMMPARO (Accompanying Migrant Minors
with Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities) initiative
I will be communicating again with you soon about this particular action of the
Churchwide Assembly as well as others. It seemed to me important to get clear, basic
information out to you soon so that you are able to respond to those who may bring you their
questions.
With gratitude for your partnership and prayers for your ministry,
Brian Maas
Bishop

Together we can “make a splash” and help provide nutri)ous family dinners
as kids start Back to School!
Please consider donang TUNA & TUNA HELPER to the Under His Wings Food Pantry.
These are two of the Pantry’s most needed items. Donated food may be le0 in the
shopping cart near the South coat rack.
Cans OR packets of tuna are ﬁne and no problem with “Hamburger Helper” OR store brand
Tuna Helpers. These items are on sale o0en, so watch the grocery ads for good deals and
help stock the pantry for Back to School.
Thank you!!
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Next scheduled meeting of the Book Club will be on Wednesday, September 11th at 11:30 am
Lutheran Ladies Book Club list and dates for the rest of the year. The group meets at the Bay Hills Club /
Restaurant at 11:30 a.m. All are welcome! The December meeting will also include a book exchange.

Sept 11th - Gray Mountain, John Grisham
Oct 9th – The Mountain Between Us, Charles Martin
Nov 13th - The Girl Who Wrote in Silk, Kelli Estes
Dec 11th - The Christmas Sisters, Sarah Morgan

Confirmation classes are coming!
Letters have been sent out with all the information. Please call if you
are interested and didn’t receive a letter.
The first Parent/Teacher/Confirmation meeting will be on Sunday
September 8th at 9:30 am, with one more following on the next
Sunday.
Wednesday night classes begin September 18th.
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“God Only Knows” By King and Country
Wide awake while the world is sound asleepin'
Too afraid of what might show up while you're dreamin'
Nobody, nobody, nobody sees you
Nobody, nobody would believe you
Every day you try to pick up all the pieces
All the memories, they somehow never leave you
Nobody, nobody, nobody sees you
Nobody, nobody would believe you
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows that it's killing you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows the real you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
There's a kind of love that
There's a kind of love
You keep a cover over every single secret
So afraid that if someone saw they would leave
Somebody, somebody, somebody sees you
Somebody, somebody will never leave you
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows how it's killing you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows the real you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
There's a kind of love that
There's a kind of love
There's a kind of love that
There's a kind of love
For the lonely, for the ashamed
The misunderstood, and the ones to blame
But if we could start over
We could start over
We could start over
For the lonely, for the ashamed
The misunderstood, and the ones to blame
But if we could start over
We could start over
We could start over
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows the real you
There's a kind of love that God only knows
God only knows what you've been through
God only knows what they say about you
God only knows the real you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows
There's a kind of love that
There's a kind of love
There's a kind of love that
There's a kind of love
God only knows where to find you
God only knows how to break through
God only knows the real you
But there's a kind of love that God only knows

Helping Our Community
► Under His Wings Baby Pantry:

Located at Under His Wings
Always needs diapers, Size 3, 4, 5, & 6
Baby shampoo, lotion and wash.

► Under His Wings Thrift Shop:

511 Main St.
Hours: 10-5:00 pm Tues.-Fri
10-3:00 pm Sat

Please pray for:

Bill Bade
Bertha Black
Arlene Boyd
O.C. Coleman
Glenn Crockett
Barb Culbertson
Mary & Ted Dalhberg
Jim Flanagan
Ebbin Gehrke
Bill Grunewald
Harley Hein
Beverly Kwasnieski
Lorna Lybeck

Donna McClean
Joyce Ross
Russ Sederburg
Ron Thorson
Cathy Todd
John Warsing
Royce Weber
Richard Worthan
Grace Zimmerer
Sara D
Alan, Chris, Julie
Taurasi and Hamilton

Prayer for those serving in the military and law
enforcement:
Justin Bartlett, Marines
Meshack Casey, Army
Cory Clines, Air Force
Alex Houchin, Navy
Sean Gardner, Law Enforcement
Zach Gehrig, Air Force
Mason Jensen, Navy
Calvin Johnson, Air Force
Rachel Mildenhall, Marines
Caleb Morehead, Army Reserves
Scott Nelson, Army
Tyler Nielson, Navy
Nick Richards, Law Enforcement
Steven Richards, Army
Travis Roeder, Air Force
Brent Wiese, Army
Craig Wylie, Law Enforcement
Sandra Wylie, Law Enforcement
Jennifer Zeitler and Marcus Hough, Air Force

Hosanna Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 301
Plattsmouth, NE 68048
(402) 296-2662
Ministers:
All Members
Pastor:
Jim Spanjers 616-7909
E-mail: hl_pastor@windstream.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Council President: Bob Wills
Director Of Care Ministry:
Grace Weisz 297-0975
Director of Under His Wings
Baby Pantry and Thrift Shop:
Claudia Wylie 802-7115
Church Office:
Diana Lindensmith 296-2662
E-Mail:
hosannalutheran@windstream.net
Find us on Facebook!
Hosanna Lutheran Church Elca
On the Web:
www.HosannaPlattsmouth.com

We welcome all people to worship God
by offering our lives in daily witness
to the love of Jesus Christ.

Sunday, September 29th is a 5th Sunday! Join us for one service at 10:00am
and a potluck lunch following service.
Sunday, September 8th “God’s Work, Our Hands” Picnic! We’ll need your help.
Sign up in the Lobby
It’s almost here! Sunday, September 8th
10:00 am service, our Sunday School Kick-off!
“Life is Wild, God is good” Come join us and
bring a friend.
Coming Up!!

