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My husband left the bathtub spigot running one day in late March. We had just hunkered down in quarantine, our
high school student daughter and college student son shifting to online classes, my teacher husband uploading all
his lectures to his school’s websites, and I rearranging my pastoral work as our church building locked its doors.
Life was finally settling down in this month that seemed never to end. But then, as my husband read the
latest COVID-19 news on his phone, he forgot the water was running until a half hour had passed—a stealthy, wet
destroyer.
After assessing the damage, mopping up what water we could, deploying high-powered fans and resorting to a
steam cleaner, we sought professional help. Over the course of one very long day, a team of masked workers
pulled out carpet, walls, floors, tiles, ceilings and the bathroom vanity. Who knew bathwater could do so much
damage?
We filed an insurance claim and decided not to have contractors rebuild until after this virus is no longer a threat.
So we have lived in this state of disrepair for four months. Luckily, the room where I record home worship services
was untouched by water damage. We have a guest bedroom where my collegiate son sleeps and I conduct Zoom
meetings. We were lucky to still have our kitchen intact (minus the ceiling) and two functioning bathrooms. We
would most definitely survive this.
As the months have passed, I’ve felt the exhaustion that afflicts many clergy. Preaching to a phone is not nearly as
rewarding as preaching to people, and Zoom meetings are not as invigorating as classes at the church. I have
heard accounts of COVID-19 suffering, isolation and death. I reeled at the murders of George Floyd, Ahmaud
Arbery, Breonna Taylor and others. I have heard the trauma of Black children of God who cry out under the burden
of systemic racism and violence. I have listened to my police officer parishioners wonder how to serve their
communities when they are frightened to go to work.
Like many in our nation, I have felt helpless to do my job of sitting by my people, at their bedsides and in coffee
shops. I have felt helpless to make much of a difference or accompany people in any meaningful way. I have
wondered what it means to be a pastor at this time, doing things I was never trained to do, not being able to do
what I was taught. But here I was, stuck inside my bizarrely incomplete house.
I dwell in God in a permanent state of not-quite-finished.
Lately, my house has become a meaningful symbol to me, a metaphor of living in God. In the psalms, we are told
that we dwell in God. God’s kingdom is within us and around us, and God is the very home in which we live. Stuck
at home in quarantine, we cannot escape this deeper imagery.
In the past few months, I have cleaned and decluttered, straightened and scoured. I have followed my minimalist
tendencies and discarded old items while also accepting Instacart orders and refilling my pantry. My home is now
classroom, lecture hall, sanctuary and protector from a virus. Yet it’s missing ceilings, floors, walls and built-in
furnishings and fixtures. No matter what I clean, rearrange, organize or minimize, the exposed beams, concrete
floors and open spaces where walls should be remind me that my house is not done. I am not done. I dwell in God
in a permanent state of not-quite-finished.
That is how it is and, in fact, how it must be. This virus is not done yet, and it might not be for a very long time.
Even more, racism has been part of our country for 400 years, and though we can, will and must work for a better
world free of racism and white supremacy, that will not happen in full overnight. The beams are exposed. The floor
is concrete. The walls are missing. And that is our home—the state we all live in as we dwell beautifully in God.
In Lutheran Christianity, we say the kingdom is “already/not yet.” The kingdom is here in full and, at the same time,
not yet realized. That is how it feels these days to live in my home, my community, my nation and my world. This
state of incompleteness is the resting state we all live in and the state we will always live in, this side of heaven.
We might want the drywall up, the tiles laid, the paint dry. But then there would be no work left for us. And Scripture
makes clear that we dwell in God and that there is still much work to be done.
Stephanie Lape
Stephanie Lape is a rostered minister in the ELCA,
serving Cross and Crown Lutheran Church in Rancho Cucamonga, Calif.
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Helping Our Community

COUNCIL NOTES

► Under His Wings Baby Pantry:

HOSANNA COUNCIL MEMBERS

Located at Under His Wings
Always needs diapers, Size 3, 4, 5, & 6
Baby shampoo, lotion and wash.

Phone numbers are listed here for your convenience

► Under His Wings Thrift Shop:

511 Main St.
Hours: 10-5:00 pm Tues.-Fri
10-3:00 pm Sat
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Every Tuesday from 10:00-10:30 a.m.
Please join the church staff in the office as we pray
for the Church, its ministries, and those who have
asked us to include them in our prayers. Plan to join
us! “Never doubt what one prayer can do.”

Property Maintenance Bill Wylie

How will you get connected??
These small groups meet monthly and/or weekly for
devotions, fellowship and service projects. We hope
you’ll find one or two to get involved with.
Bible Study with Pastor Jim
Monday at 6:30 PM. Postponed until further notice
Come and dig deeper into the Bible.
Everyone is welcome!

WOMEN’S GROUP-September 21, 2020
W9$ :9 S$:; <" =9$< ">: :" EAT
TBD

203-2949

We welcome all people to worship God
by offering our lives in daily witness
to the love of Jesus Christ.
Welcome Ministry
Worship Ministry
Claudia and Heidi
Riley
Witness Ministry
Vicki and Melinda

YOU are always welcome to attend the meeting of
our Council. Council meets on the third Thursday
of each month at 6:30 PM.

Aug 2

Aug 9

Aug 16

Aug 23

Aug 30

General

775.00

870.00

2108.00

2520.00

n/a

Benevolence

0

0

0

0

0

$8344.00 needed per month to
make 2020 Budget

Your Financial Gifts…
A special thank you to all who continue to send offering during this time where we are not
meeting in person!
Please consider mailing your commitment to the church at
P.O. Box 301,
Plattsmouth, NE 68048. Thank You!
Our Church continues to be grateful for all who faithfully support the ongoing life
and ministry operating costs of Hosanna.
You make a difference!
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Prayer was key !!!

As we inished the Book of Job I noticed prayer was key to Job’s recovery. Instead of
asking why and how, he began to talk to God – prayer – talking to God. Remember his
greatest desire was to have God present – God showed up after he began to talk with
him. Let’s look at prayer.
In the Gospels the disciples noticed that Jesus prayed a lot – I mean, a lot! They inally
asked how to pray. Now remember prayer was part of the Jewish life but it was very
structured and rote. They noticed Jesus doing things differently – we will look at this
closer. I will continue these written sermonettes each week but know on Sunday there is
a more robust message (I’m sorry, I can only write so much). So far we have had plenty
of space in church. We are still sitting 6ft apart in worship services at 8:30 and 10:00 am.
We are still asking that people to come and go wearing masks. Still asking that if you are
sick, please, stay home. Please leave a message at church (402-296-2662) if you have
any questions.
Here is our PRAYER OF THE DAY
O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world.
Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow
your commands, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
Sermon: the Lord’s Prayer

Remember from Job – Job wanted a redeemer to intercede for him. A redeemer is a
close family relative; active in your life who will buy you out of slavery/debt (he knows
your value and worth). He was essentially asking God to intercede on his behalf to God
who he knew was the author of his misfortune. He certainly talked a lot – we have been
taught a great way to pray.
Martin Luther in his large Catechism said this to us. “Mankind is in such a situation that
no one can keep the 10 Commandments perfectly…the devil, along with the world and
our lesh, resists our efforts will all his power. Consequently nothing is so necessary as
to call upon God incessantly and drum into his ears our prayer that he may give,
preserve, and increase in us faith and obedience to the 10 Commandments and remove
all that stands in our way and hinders us from ful illing them. That we may know what
and how to pray, our Lord Jesus himself taught us both the way and the words.” THE
LORD’S PRAYER - Let’s see
Luke 11:1-4 (NIV)
11 One day Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he inished, one of his disciples said to him,
“Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught his disciples.”
2 He

said to them, “When you pray, say:
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“‘Father,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come.
3 Give us each day our daily bread.
4 Forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
And lead us not into temptation.
Notice this prayer is different – all your bibles have notes where people over the years have
tried to line up the prayers exactly. Luke, the author, a gentile had much to teach to other
gentiles and so he saw/reported things differently. I don’t think that is important – they all
have the basic form and that starts with “Father”.
Wow – for us that doesn’t seem so strange – we’ve heard it that way all of our life but when the
disciples heard it they must have looked shocked – that’s why when Jesus was teaching them to
pray in this way; he also explained more about the Father (Luke 11:5-13). They would never
call God – father – that would imply too close/informality of a relationship. God is God and
what an awesome God he is but they knew they weren’t. So Jesus begins to teach of a different
relationship that is coming.
So, this teaching begins with Father and ends with Father (Luke 11:2. 13). The Father we meet
in Luke responds to prayers with goodness and faithfulness incomparably greater than that of
earthly parents (11:11-13) and wants to give more than anyone could ask or imagine: The Holy
Spirit and the kingdom (12:32). This Father loves with a mercy beyond human reasonableness
and fairness and beyond our ability to meet God’s love with our own (6:27-36)—although to
love as God loves is life for us and our highest calling (10:25-28). In the parable of the
compassionate father (15:11-32), whatever we may lack in love for God and neighbor, whether
we waste our gifts or would like to hoard them, God loves us relentlessly. We are pushing
against an open door when we pray because, in a sense, we are already inside, members of the
holy family ourselves, brothers and sisters of the Son, with the same Spirit, the same love.
Wow – thank you Lord.
Next, comes the phrase “hallowed be your name” – Holiness….
With the irst petition, we recognize God as the source of holiness and express a desire to
approach God with the joyful reverence of love. Mary says something similar at the beginning
of her poetic praise (Luke 1:49). The Greek word translated “hallowed” is elsewhere translated
“sancti ied.” God makes us holy with the gift of the Holy Spirit, and when we receive that gift,
we ind in ourselves the beginning of the answer to this petition, the beauty of holiness at work
in our lives in a way that makes God feel at home. We witness a brilliant display of the work of
the Spirit in Luke 1-2 and can imagine what this breath of holiness might create in us: joy,
wisdom, impossible newness, life. Embracing the gift of the Spirit in our lives hallows God’s
name, drawing attention for us and those around us to the fullness of God’s holiness present in
the created world.
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This prayer draws us into …… relationship - with God and our brothers and sisters in the
family of God. And into…. a new life – a holy life. Martin Luther said this, “Since in this prayer
we call God our Father, it is our duty in every way to behave as good children so that he may
receive from us not shame but honor and praise.”
Thinking time: The prayer Jesus teaches in Luke 11:2-4 follows the pattern of the
commandment to love God with heart, soul, strength, and mind and our neighbors as ourselves
(Luke 10:27). Only after the prayer is grounded in God’s person and reign do we move to
requests that re lect our personal needs, our relationships with our neighbors, and the
struggles of our own souls.
Let us Pray: Lord God – gracious Father – thank you for the gift of your Son and the Holy
Spirit to teach and to guide. We saw the change in Job as he began to talk to you - help us to
learn what you want us to learn – to understand prayer better – to trust in you – you are the
God of all comfort – you comfort us in all of our troubles so that we can comfort others in all
their troubles. Help us to be aware of the suffering of others, help us pray for them. Help us to
love you for who you are - Father. Give us ears to hear and a heart willing to follow your will in
our lives. Help us be the children you want us to be. Help us to love you and love others. We
lift up the healthcare workers – keep them safe. We lift those who have the virus – heal them.
We lift up the researchers – may you give them wisdom to ind a cure and vaccine quickly. We
lift up our leaders – grant them wisdom to deal with this for the good of all they serve. Help us
be conscious of care for ourselves so that we can care safely for others around us. Help those
who are at a higher risk to be safe but to reach out to our larger family so that we can serve
them. We thank you Lord for all that you have done and are doing. Praise and blessing to you
– in Jesus name we pray and all God’s children said…. Amen.
BLESSING: Sending message from St. Teresa of Avila
"Christ has no body now, but ours. No hands, no feet on earth, but ours. Ours are the
eyes through which Christ looks compassion into the world. Ours are the feet with which
Christ walks to do good. Ours are the hands with which Christ blesses the world." †
AMEN.
Verse of the Month
Job 19:25
25 I know that my redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand on the earth.
Songs for this Sunday is “Greater” by MercyMe
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Prescription Drug Coverage
By Bill Haney
I’ve always had good health insurance, dating all the way back to my graduation
from college. For that reason, I’ve always taken it for granted and never questioned the
cost or the coverage and medications. However, not everyone has been so blessed and
many have, and continue today, to struggle with the cost of prescription drugs. I recently
had the excessive cost for prescription drugs stare me directly in the face. However,
what I learned from that experience was positive and could be of much greater help to
those without the benefit of prescription insurance coverage.
Several weeks ago, my regular medication for GERD (acid reflux) stopped its
magic. I slowly started feeling sick to my stomach, but didn’t connect all of the dots as to
what was going on. Eventually though, as I experienced more and more pain, it got my
full attention. From the symptoms, I knew exactly what was wrong, and after a quick call
to the doctor, I was again on the phone to my regular pharmacy to change my
prescription from 20 mg of generic Prilosec to 40 mg of generic Nexium. During that
phone call, I learned that my insurance considered generic Nexium to be an upper tier
medication (aka expensive) and they wouldn’t cover it. I was in pain and asked what the
cost would be without insurance - $660.
Understanding that I had been paying around $25 for the previous drug, I was
more than a little shocked! The pharmacist then suggested that I consider trying
GoodRX, which is one of the discount drug services that you currently see advertised on
TV.
I did follow up using my smart phone and sure enough, the drug was only $155 at
my regular pharmacy. But that still seemed very high for a generic drug. However, using
the app on my phone, that same drug was only $23-25 at Hy Vee, Bakers, and Costco. I
immediately called my doctor’s assistant to move my prescription to Hy Vee and not only
was she familiar with GoodRX and several other discount services currently available,
she recommended using them AND walked me through how to get everything right when
dealing with the pharmacy (she even mailed me a GoodRX prescription coverage card
several days later). The rest is history.
The lesson I learned here is that even if you can’t afford prescription insurance,
there are alternatives out there that sometimes make difficult financial decisions a little
less difficult. I AM NOT STRICTLY ADVOCATING FOR GOODRX, there are several
online services and sites that provide similar or the same service that should work for
about every income level. They actually are very legitimate prescription drug services
(AND WITH NO ADDITIONAL COST FOR USING THEM!). In my case, even with what
I’ve always considered good coverage, there are sometimes better options available for
maintaining your health without breaking the bank.
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A BIG thank you to everyone who
donated money, wrote thank you
cards, and helped deliver the
Scooter’s gift cards to our
Plattsmouth and Conestoga
teachers!! Here are some pictures of
this huge project!

Please pray for:
Caren Apprich
Dori Brich
Bertha Black
Michelle Black
O.C. Coleman
Jan Conley
Nancy Conley
Glenn Crockett
Barb Culbertson
Mary & Ted Dalhberg
Ebbin Gehrke
Dave Greer
Bill Grunewald
Sandy Ham

Harley Hein
Jason Knott
Donna McClean
Esther Nash
Norman Rishel
Sheila Sach
Russ Sederburg
Kathy Todd
Grace Zimmerer
Chris
Mary C.
Joanie

Please let the oﬃce
(296-2662) know of changes to the prayer lists so
that we can keep everything current. Thanks!
From email:
“Thank you so
much for the
Scooter’s gift
card and handwritten note. We
truly appreciate
your thoughts
and prayers”
Kasey Barr
7th grade
Language Arts

From email:
“Thank you for the gift
card and more
importantly, your prayers
for a safe school year!!”
Michael Knust
Industrial Tech
Plattsmouth High

Prayer for those serving in the military and law
enforcement:
Justin Bartlett, Marines
Jason Black, Law Enforcement
Joshua Black, Law Enforcement
Meshack Casey, Army
Cory Clines, Air Force
Alex Houchin, Navy
Sean Gardner, Law Enforcement
Kyle Hefner, Air Force
Regan Hefner, Air Force
Mason Jensen, Navy
Calvin Johnson, Air Force
Rachel Mildenhall, Marines
Scott Nelson, Army
Tyler Nielson, Navy
Nick Richards, Law Enforcement
Steven Richards, Army
Travis Roeder, Air Force
Brent Wiese, Army
Craig Wylie, Law Enforcement
Sandra Wylie, Law Enforcement
Jennifer Zeitler and Marcus Hough, Air Force

Attendance August 2020
Aug 2
28

Aug 9
31

Aug 16
23

Aug 23
31

Aug 30
n/a

Hosanna Lutheran Church
P.O. Box 301
Plattsmouth, NE 68048
(402) 296-2662
Ministers:
All Members
Pastor:
Jim Spanjers 616-7909
E-mail: hl_pastor@windstream.net

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Council President: Bob Wills
Director Of Care Ministry:
Grace Weisz 297-0975
Director of Under His Wings
Baby Pantry and Thrift Shop:
Claudia Wylie 802-7115
Church Office:
Diana Lindensmith 296-2662
E-Mail:
hosannalutheran@windstream.net
Find us on Facebook!
Hosanna Lutheran Church Elca
On the Web:
www.HosannaPlattsmouth.com

We welcome all people to worship God
by offering our lives in daily witness
to the love of Jesus Christ.

Please join us for services at 8:30 and 10:00 AM.
Details for services can be found in Pastor’s sermon beginning on page 3.

https://www.samaritanspurse.org/operation-christmas-child/pack-a-shoe-box/
Here is the link for more information on how to fill a box:
We have some shoeboxes at the church you can use, and right now there
are plentiful school supplies in the stores to get you started!
Operation Christmas Child, the “Fill a Shoebox” project will be here
before you know it! These boxes travel all over the world and will brighten
a child’s Christmas!

